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Vision

Faculty of Agriculture envisions to be a dynamic, innovative and renowned
center for excellence in agriculture.

Mission

Mission of the Faculty of Agriculture is to produce innovative and dynamic
graduates with sound knowledge and requisite skills towards achieving
a sustainable development in Agriculture
through creating a conductive environment for teaching, learning, research
and dissemination of knowledge.
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Message from the Vice Chancellor, RUSL

It’s with immense pride and honour I
write this message to inaugurate the
intakes 2025 of Master of Agriculture,
Master of Philosophy in Agriculture,
and Postgraduate Diploma in Rural
Development postgraduate programs of
the Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata
University of Sri Lanka. Despite the
recent turmoil in the country, the faculty
created its history by completing all the
former intakes of these degree
programmes well on time assuring its
roadmap of becoming a centre of [
excellence in producing innovative and
dynamic graduates with  sound

knowledge and requisite skills towards Prof. (Mrs.) G.A.S. Ginigaddara

achieving a sustainable development Vice Chancellor. RUSL
in agriculture over the last two
decades.

The Faculty of Agriculture Rajarata University of Sri Lanka is home for a
vibrant and talented community of academia who have excelled in all fields
of specialization within the broad discipline of agriculture. This spirit is seen
in the recently introduced Master of Agriculture (MAgri) degree programme
of the faculty. The professionals and graduates seeking to advance their
knowledge and skills in modern fields of agriculture are attracted to this degree
programme. The faculty set another milestone by introducing Master of
Philosophy in Agriculture and Postgraduate Diploma in Rural Development
postgraduate programs on its 20" anniversary celebrations. These new
postgraduate programmes are expected to contribute to the country’s journey
towards achieving sustainable development in agriculture.

I am particularly appreciative of the Faculty of Agriculture for keeping all
these programmes affordable while maintaining high standards of quality. All
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these programmmes are designed in par with the guidelines established by the
Quality Assurance Council of the University Grant Commission of Sri Lanka
that provide multiple parallel entries to the programmes. Provisions are given
for credit transfers, early-exit and fallback options are defined for all
postgraduate programmes.

This handbook gives you information and advice to make your higher
education pathway in the Faculty of Agriculture, RUSL an easier and a happier
one. | am certain that this guide will help you to plan your postgraduate
education journey from the commencement to the conclusion. Hence, | urge
you to take the maximum advantage of all the pillars of the faculty.

I wish all the best for your future career...!

Prof. (Mrs.) G.A.S. Ginigaddara
Vice Chancellor, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka
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Message from the Dean and
Chairman of Board of Study, Faculty of Agriculture, RUSL

Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata
University of Sri Lanka was established
in 2001 and incepted at Puliyankulama,
about 3 km away from the ancient city of
Anuradhapura and about 10 km away
from Mihintale, where the main
administration complex of the university
is located. Faculty was established with
three departments at the beginning,
which has now evolved to four

; | ‘
departments namely; Department of - ‘:;ﬂgg;

In
Agricultural Engineering and Soil

Science, Department of Agricultural e g Vv.TV. Weerasooriya

Systems, Department of Animal and  pegn Faculty of Agriculture
Food Sciences, and Department of Plant

Sciences.

The faculty is the leading institute responsible for higher education in
Agriculture for the Dry Zone of Sri Lanka. It was setup to develop the
sustainable agricultural systems particularly focusing on the Dry Zone of Sri
Lanka by utilizing rural farm settings and natural resources effectively. Today,
we are proud to be one of the dynamic faculties teaching agriculture and
conducting research for the development of sustainable agriculture in the
country. The faculty is enriched with necessary facilities such as human and
physical resources to support the undergraduate and postgraduate
programmes. We continue to spend heavily to uplift the teaching and research
capacity of the faculty to materialize the teaching, research and development
agenda envisioned by our academic staff that we are proud about.

In this background, inauguration of postgraduate degree programmes; Master
of Agriculture, Postgraduate Diploma in Rural Development and Master of
Philosophy in Agriculture, are the harvest that we reap nearly two decades of
experience in teaching and research in agriculture in Sri Lanka. Doctor of
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Philosophy and Master of Science in Agroecology postgraduate degree
programmes will be introduced soon. All these postgraduate programmes
have been specially designed for the graduates who wish to obtain a
postgraduate qualification within the broad discipline of agriculture and rural
development. The programmes offer blended opportunity to specialize in
various sub-disciplines through research projects. We also accept credits from
other programmes as appropriate and progression pathways are set towards
achieving Master of Philosophy degree programme. The faculty is committed
to provide a conducive environment for postgraduate studies and research. Our
strategic goal is to focus on the quality of the degree programme while
developing the quality of students and ultimately enhancing their employment
prospects. Finally, 1 would like to extend my best wishes with your studies and
with the new higher learning experience that you are going to gain at the
Faculty of Agriculture, RUSL.

Best compliments from,
Prof. G.V.T.V. Weerasooriya,

Dean, Faculty of Agriculture, RUSL
Chairman, Board of Study Postgraduate Programmes, FOA, RUSL
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Message from the Programme Director

It is with great pleasure that |
welcome all the students who have
registered for the postgraduate programs
at the Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata
University of Sri Lanka (RUSL). Our
faculty commenced its first postgraduate
degree program, the Master of
Agriculture, in 2020. Since then, our
postgraduate portfolio has significantly
expanded to include a diverse range of
programs tailored to meet the evolving
needs of the agricultural sector. This year, Dr. A.M.K.R. Bandara
we are pleased to offer five specialized Programme Director
postgraduate programs: Postgraduate
Diploma in Rural Development, Master of Agriculture, Master of Science in
Agroecology, Master of Philosophy in Agriculture, and Doctor of Philosophy
in Agriculture. Each program is designed to deliver a rigorous academic and
research experience, preparing you for leadership in your respective fields.

Furthermore, we are excited to announce the forthcoming launch of
two more master’s programs: the Master of Science in Food and Postharvest
Technology, and the Master of Science in Agrotechnology and Environmental
Management. These programs are being developed to address the critical
challenges of sustainable agriculture and to equip our students with the
necessary skills to drive innovation and technological advancement in the
industry.

Our faculty is committed to excellence in teaching and research, featuring
modern laboratories, comprehensive computer facilities, a well-stocked
library, and smart classrooms. Our faculty members, recognized for their
scholarly contributions and research expertise, are dedicated to mentoring our
students and enriching their educational journey. We believe that the
discipline and work ethic developed here will be invaluable throughout your
professional careers.
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| wish you success as you pursue your academic and professional aspirations
at RUSL.

Sincerely,

Dr. AM.K.R. Bandara
Programme Director
Postgraduate Programs

Faculty of Agriculture

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka
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Background to the Postgraduate Programmes

The vision of the faculty is to be a dynamic, innovative and renowned
centre for excellence in agriculture. The mission of the faculty is to produce
innovative and dynamic graduates with sound knowledge and requisite skills
towards achieving a sustainable development in agriculture, through creating
a conducive environment for teaching, learning and dissemination of
knowledge. To realise this mission, the Faculty of Agriculture, RUSL was
established in 2001 at Puliyankulama, Anuradhapura with the aim of
developing sustainable agricultural systems by utilizing rural farm settings and
natural resources effectively by focusing on the Dry Zone of Sri Lanka.
Currently, the Faculty of Agriculture has four departments namely,
Agricultural Systems, Plant Sciences, Agricultural Engineering and Soil
Science, and Animal and Food Sciences.

The Master of Agriculture degree programme was launched in 2019
and Master of Philosophy degree programme was launched in 2022. In
collaboration with the entire university Postgraduate Diploma in Rural
Development is also offered from 2022 under the Board of Study in
Agriculture. Two new Postgraduate degree programmes, Doctor of
Philosophy in Agriculture and Master of Science in Agroecology will be
offered from 2025. These new postgraduate programmes aim to build on
synergies in agriculture and rural economy to achieve rapid economic
development and poverty reduction in the agriculture sector of the country.

The Master of Agriculture degree programme has been designed as a
multidisciplinary degree to expand students' overall academic and research
competence including the basic and applied knowledge on managing available
natural resources for agricultural development in Sri Lanka. Students will be
supported to achieve the set objectives by experienced and trained scientists
in various disciplines. The graduate will be able to develop a holistic, cross-
disciplinary understanding in agriculture and to use the acquired knowledge
in the development of agriculture by protecting natural resource in a
sustainable manner.

The new developments in agriculture sector have been utilized
worldwide to empower people who are involved in agriculture. In addition,
the government of Sri Lanka has recognized the agricultural development as
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an important field of study to boost the development of the country. The
government as well as many private sector organizations have established their
research and development, and business facilities in the country, particularly
in the north central, north and east provinces, where their workforce seeking
to achieve postgraduate research qualifications. The Master of Philosophy
degree programme was launched in this context to provide research
opportunities for enhancing the postgraduate education in agriculture in the
region.

This student handbook provides information required for assessing the
eligibility criteria, application procedure, fee structure, programme structure,
course capsules and by-laws including assessment criteria for the three
postgraduate programmes offered by the faculty.
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Board of Study in Agriculture

Prof. G.V.T.V. Weerasooriya
Dr. AM.K.R. Bandara

Prof. Deepthi Nayananjalie
Mrs. H.C.D. Wijayawardhana

Dr. D.M.D. Dissanayake
Dr. U.G.A.l Sirisena
Prof. AAM.J.B. Adikari

Dr. D.M.S. Duminda
Prof. S.C. Sharini

Prof. N.S. Abeysinghe

Dr. L.K.W. Wijayaratne
Dr. S.M.C.B. Karalliyadda
Prof. T.V. Sundarabarathy
Dr. S.S.J. Senevirathne

Eng.(Mr.) H.M.A.P. Rathnayake
Mrs. T. Luxshana

Dean/Faculty of Agriculture | Chairman, Board of Study in Agriculture
Programme Director

Academic Coordinator — PhD
Academic Coordinator — MAgri

Academic Coordinator — MPhil
Academic Coordinator — PG. Dip.
Faculty Board Nominee to BOS

Faculty Board Nominee to BOS
Head/Dept. of Animal & Food Sciences

Head/Dept. of Agri. Eng. & Soil Science

Head/Dept. of Plant Sciences

Head/Dept. of Agricultural Systems | Academic Coordinator — MSc
Senate Nominee to BOS

Faculty Board Appointed External Member

Faculty Board Appointed External Member
Assistant Registrar / Secretary to BOS
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Postgraduate Programmes

The Board of Study in Agriculture offers two-degree programmes at present,
Master of Agriculture (MAgri) and Master of Philosophy (MPhil), and a
Postgraduate Diploma in Rural Development. The entry pathways from
bachelor level degree qualifications to our study programme according to the
Sri Lanka Qualification Framework are summarized below. In principle, a
bachelor level SLQL 5 (three-year degree) or NVQ L7 (B.Tech.) or bachelor
level SLQL 6 (four-year degree) is required to enter any postgraduate degree
programme under the Board of Study in Agriculture. However, NVQ L 5 or
above (Diplomas) with five years of professional experience are also
considered as an entry qualification to the Postgraduate Diploma in Rural
Development.
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B.5c. 5LOL 6

SRR | In Applicable Fields

g

B.Sc. SLAL 5/ NvQ L7
In Applicable Fields

High GPA

Possible Progression Pathways within the Postgraduate Programme,
Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka
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OXVOEES o/

Objectives of the Diploma Programme

@ ARG BERC § 0emihSBD 3 eaiBD ctu® ®»
FOeRIE NG 53.

8B B 0D DON rSoidns @detd @O edbIDHEO
@SB D PBeDeE HEDL) TO.

00 ¢06 @b® ¢2eRi8 0 ©®S808 e pblnG tw BO»
OO0 LB B3e@S @ &S Dsdin Saonon OEiced S3@.
@O 30OLAHE FNOEeRS DEEE 0@ BErE® BEHI GoBedey,
GBOD FEOE, DOENEE Of) D MNEDDO ED) Ot TEIN
83@.

O 300LNHE DS 3 D)eOns tEE® 530, wwes 530,
alDesmnne 830 ww gred Gey) OGS REEDI Ol TEdn S@.
O B3c0LHE TBG eedPed PO BMLED YR ERN T B
OO0 B8, £@D® G»w ednns SgRe DedDMIBODD
oeeids S380 88ei®) fedniBnids gdce Sy S53@.

e DECBME DEBS EN® 3VND FEIOD® tEE® S3® o
DERINDOME BERC HOD @) TO.

oXOEEd geSrEy o8dens

Programme Outcomes
N OENDHEET BSe@i@iNBy D,

® cOLONE BERE ¢t eettinBD B NeRIBD @
€3 FOeRINGE Sehemd DE HS OB EG.

BB ©EIEerd ePH0 EreRkw IOL ®OE DED 9N® ewivs
Bee® ER) TO B DVEDs® i DeENE 6@ toBedenn PO
c8eEis 0 ©Se.

30800 ©r0® 3 GO PEINNE e DT B DHVENEE
k) €3 MEDDOB REBED BeEIE DO ©TSe.

OB OsDENEDDOE ¢S 500, odlINE D DERINDOIE
BCH) 03088 TS 3w S50E0 O®De.

O 3DDLDNE O53IS 3 )OS tuEE® 0@ ww @8a
2806 IBTOE S S3® 853t em0OT NBBHNGE BIDD)
53@.
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TR 53@.
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aoe® 5080 500 g ad® aennd®

Minimum Requirements for Registration

1. 8803 980TeseeSs’ gO® ¢ @R S®.

&) ae)e OBy pime emedw &C¢ credit 30 & @gban DO
58@.
CH)]

&) o O8nS pDoeNG emed® &3¢ credit 30 @0 w@in gbd
SOBEDRS/ Begdetey 5.
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aae® 508 Bede

Application Procedure
ooeBomtd ER) O eecic?
How to Obtain an Application?

e IBHLY BR/OHE00 DROTesIE OB FLIDBES IO
53@.

e BBuxr 8> B8 2OOES BO® 9D S3©.
o BV BAE0 5@ GFREPEHD ERI ©THe.

e0OR #fdeny ¢#re®som ER @@ tewn https://pg.foa.rjt.ac.lk/ e®&
06 O DG GG, DEE OGS s ERI ®THO LEwI SBH®E
Bo» ¢, Ot 200 ® YEcoBD ey 97%6” @ned B8 DDOED B3®wmId
eRCRDIADIV,DIBLE® 8B, & @ 0800 DEDTeHEE B BBHEO
elE DE CEGB. FREPBD ww cuect @M@ DIBRLR BABO ©r@HME
@R ®D BTHE.

gacBor 60® 9T e ) BoEE e@non; 2
What Should be Included in the Application Packet?

PRed FREPLD LG BHWD BCHS BHBEIR PTILD DE E@E.

o 58 =02 goh oS ere®so

o 5D OB EC GFABIBY 3 ATDG LIELD®

o (S5 Smed G HBD BrEYBseES BOSS

o FOCEBD B33 ®Edy O Ot 2000 B e®DD EC ViR RESD

o GsE®/ceNd S @Res ¥o® NI ERY o
DEBOTESNEEES RGO @O0 tIETEIDE GE.

o 5 &TC «@glen »0» @ Beie B8 ocdd e D
EG.
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gocl oosies) ewedic?
How to Apply?

FEcPsD By CEHCIR KRG ©WE® Roed RGO @dIed TS
DBV 8RB, § ™ 0800 DBOOCHIEE BN o 008-1-001-6-
0114574 » B#n®0 &t 2000 & e®D® EE Ao RESD (#BE@mOred HO®
2 CEGB BTHS DE EDGE) RIS, DBV 8Ax, TR,
EDNNEOR, & o O&8O0 BEOBEIEE B B8R0 68 DE G@E.

D@ ®XIep

Programme Fees
@eey Eeocs <.
FEE@F @aef? 2000.00
D@ ®IETHP 100,000.00
G808 eedep 4,000.00
SEIDDMI© DeTeey (68367 0DED BceD) 5,000.00
SeIemE e ( et 0B 0IDTD) 1,5600.00
Fe® o3z (Credit 20 Sz 950) 25,650.00
T 2O o3& E08 (Credit €0 Sz 950)
O3S 82 Endep S0dse) ®IETED 5,350.00
&N/ ECDED DI 1,500.00
G50@I®) & oG 1,000.00
Gede@I@) tsepSHe» o 2,000.00
36@I8) T30 &S 500.00
FBOEezs1©0 eI e 500.00

& - FBECST @IEF SEEBsD 9E0SS DO FEIMSE e @ DO
DD EIMEBDY) @IeR.

& - GABED @aeed &¢3@HE ey £&8@ 50,000.00 Re®e Ende
oD e@EB S
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Teaching Panel — Postgraduate Diploma in Rural Development

Faculty of Agriculture

AMJB Adikari

WAD Nayananjalie

GAS Ginigaddara

MHJP Gunarathna

NS Abeysingha

MGTS Amarasekara

MKN Kumari

GVTV Weerasooriya

BSc (Agric.) (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka),
MSc (NDRI, India), PhD (Virginia
Tech, USA)

BSc (Agric.), MSc (Peradeniya,
Sri Lanka), PhD (Virginia Tech, USA)

BSc (Agric.), MPhil (Peradeniya, Sri
Lanka), PhD (AIT, Thailand)

BSc (Agric.) (Ruhuna, Sri Lanka), MSc
(IRRI/CLSU, Philippines), PhD
(Kagoshima, Japan)

BSc (Agric.) (Ruhuna, Sri Lanka), MSc
(Jayawadanapura, Sri Lanka), PhD
(IARI, New Delhi, India)

BSc (Agric.), MPhil, PhD (Peradeniya,
Sri Lanka)

BSc (Agric.) (Ruhuna, Sri Lanka),
MPhil (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), PhD
(Kagoshima, Japan)

BSc (Agric.) (Ruhuna, Sri Lanka),
MPhil (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), PhD
(Peradeniya, Sri Lanka)

Professor

Professor

Professor

Professor

Professor

Professor

Professor

Professor

Molecular and
Comparative Genetics

Animal Nutrition

Agricultural Systems

Water Management

Watershed Management

Soil Fertility Management

Water Management

Farm Power and
Machinery
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DMD Dissanayake

DAUD Devasinghe

WCP Egodawatta

LKW Wijayaratne

UGAI Sirisena

LP Rupasena

APS Fernando

GDA Nalaka

CAK Dissanayake

BSc (Agric.), MSc (Moscow, Russia),
PhD (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka)

BSc (Agric.), MPhil, PhD (Peradeniya,

Sri Lanka)

BSc (Agric.), MSc (Peradeniya, Sri
Lanka), Dr Sc (ETH-Zurich-
Switzerland)

BSc (Agric.) (Ruhuna, Sri Lanka), MSc

(Agric.) (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), PhD
(Manitoba, Canada)

BSc (Agric.) (Rajarata, Sri Lanka),
MSc (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), PhD
(Peradeniya, Sri Lanka)

BA (Econ) (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka),
MSc (Agri. Econ.) (Pertanian
Malaysia), PhD (Agribusiness Mgt)
(Dharward, India)

BSc (Agric.) (Rajarata, Sri Lanka),
MPhil (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), PhD
(Massey, New Zealand)

BSc (Agric. Tech. & Mgt), MSc
(Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), D.Agri.
(Kyoto, Japan)

BSc (Agric), MPhil (Peradeniya, Sri

Lanka), PhD (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka —

Reading)

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Agronomy and Organic
Agriculture

Horticulture

Crop Science

Entomology and Pest
Management

Entomology and Pest

Management

Agricultural Marketing

Agricultural Economics

Forestry and
Plantation Management

Food Science and
Postharvest Technology
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SMCB Karalliyadda

RHGR Wathsala

EJK Kosgollegedara

EDT Somarathne

BSc (ATM.) (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka),

MSc (OM) (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), M

(RDAE) (Saga, Japan) PhD Senior Lecturer
(Kagoshima, Japan), PQHRM (Sri

Lanka)

BSc (Agric.) (RUSL, Sri Lanka), MSc

(Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), MSc (UNINA, Senior Lecturer
Italy), PhD (UNIBO, Italy)

BSc (Agric.) (RUSL, Sri Lanka), MPhil
(Agricultural Engineering and
Biosystem Technology) (Peradeniya,
Sri Lanka)

BSc (Physical Sci.) (Peradeniya, Sri

Senior Lecturer

Lanka), MSc (Peradeniya), MPhil Computer Instructor

(Peradeniya, Sri Lanka)

Agricultural Extension
Organizational
Management and Behavior
Human Ecology

Rural and Environmental
Sociology

Aquaculture and Fisheries,
Molecular Physiology

Farm Power and
Mechanizations

Computer Technology
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Faculty of Management Studies

RKD Randeni
WWAN Sujeewa

JK Mallika

CMYSS Bandara

AADP Bandara

H.M.R.D. Kularathne

Ms. KAKS Rathnakara

Ms. B.L Suraweera

PhD (Reading), MCom (Kel.), BA Econ.

(Sp.) (Kel.)

PhD (Reading), MCom (Kel.), MCom (Kel.),
BCom (Sp.)(SJP), LICA, CTHE (Col.)
PhD (P.R. China), MPhil (Kel.), MA (Kel.),

BA (Sp.) (SIP)

PhD (Col.), MBA (RUSL), BSc (Busi. Mgt.)

Sp. (RUSL), LLB (OUSL)

MBA (RUSL), BSc Acc. (Sp.) (SJP), CTHE

(RUSL)

MSc in Management (USJ), BSc in HRM

(USJ)

MSc (SJP), BSc in HRM (Special) (SJP),
Diploma in Counselling Psychology

BSc in Business Management (RUSL)

Senior Lecturer
Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer
Lecturer
(Temp.)

Lecturer
(Temp.)

Lecturer
(Temp.)

Economics

Human Resource
Management

Economics

Management,
Organizational behaviour,
Project Management

Accounting and finance

Human Resource
Management

Human Resource
Management

Business Management
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Faculty of Applied Sciences

Sriyani
Wickramasinghe

TV Sundarabarathy

BSc (Hons) in Zoology (Colombo, Sri

Lanka), MSc (Environmental Sciences) Professor
(Colombo, Sri Lanka), PhD (Thailand)
BSc (Hons) (Sri Jayawardenepura, Sri
Lanka), MSc (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), PhD Professor

(Peradeniya, Sri Lanka)

Biodiversity

Population Ecology
Habitat characterization of
birds

Waste Water Management
Fish Nutrition

Fish Breeding

Diversity of Fish

Fisheries and Aquaculture

Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities

DSW Gunawardane

MWNU Gunasinghe

BA (Special) in Sociology (Kelaniya, Sri
Lanka), MSc in Sociology (Kelaniya), PhD
in Sociology (Kelaniya, Sri Lanka)

BA (Hons) in Mass Communication
(Kelaniya, Sri Lanka), MPhil in Mass
Communication (Kelaniya, Sri Lanka),
Diploma in Print Media (SMS-Colombo),
Diploma in English (NPE- Kandy)

Professor

Senior Lecturer

Gender & Sociology,
Rural Sociology &
Development Sociology

Mass Communication
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Faculty of Medicine and Allied Sciences

PHG Janaka . . Family Medicine
Pushpakumara MBBS PgD (Psychology) MPhil Senior Lecturer
External Teaching Panel
Anuruddha Attorney — At -law
Wijerathna

Nisanka Jyarathna

MAIT Marasinghe

Attorney — At -law

BSc (Business Management) (Special), Dip
(HRM), MSc (Management (USJP) ICASL
Reading
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NDCI@IeE Eencs

Programme Structure

O® £LDNE BERE § SN ¢l D3ei® Q@D eE®D &
5868 ©OSTD O oo glsc® @ED eSS P d.
30L& HLREI DIE B@ID FOE DS, OO 3cDLIDE &) FeIE Bre
8@ 830rS §OOHNE D» B8OTE e®® NA@EIID el 60 &S g0
eetiNIBD ) PeiBD cra® ERH TO® EBY geSDBRESeS crH®,
Hg@on 3 EEDI OEcEs) B30 gesde) emed. O3asa cretdits 2
B P O g Buries wbedssn, DSeCzd i MODD EBED)
OEIe@®d) 8300 e@RBS el emed. e®® SNABRIEID TB8BrRS 16 8
B O g0 getPsn@s DES Bre® DBrnrS gl DE GDE.
DB8rSed a#red® @D bty SOPBMEBS B RO ated®
(Quizzes/Assignments/Reports Presentations) 988 «@z0» 8. &
103080 B8N @FIVEES @B rDwd areolenl D ewed. e®®
BNAV@ID BomwE 13D BOBDD g0 BrEe® ef®d 8 gD T» O
st ed. NARED BERE Ocd TS0 0O & NS “NED
O50e3NeD aosd®ms 0t "eDe) &TD.

IOOI@E 850 BOOO 8080 aep &OGD)
Requirements to Complete the Study Programme

gesPsnis D85 credits 27 o LM DE @ 0 #O® Dmwewnsd GPA
2D SOFNe®® ) @EE. 53080 S &3¢ gldn @0 86 @ oo
8506 e 53 D e0@dd o&» 2 8. oo S0 S8rs ee®bd e
DA, BWISTD § gend® 8@ ggdie 40 DEE SHARI@D 5 3@
o30S 08. Oicd TS0 0@ &4 e "NED DBOLENED FBO®S
emlets” eden arD.
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€8 OB
Courses for Semester 1
080 oos | S8 Jona Credit =@ 8@9®
Value (&7@)
PDRD 1112 | @96 @@ Dexsd 2 30
PDRD 1121 | &5¢) DROMNDOLIB 1 15
PDRD 1131 | ®®@ &blm0 e SZeQEs 1 15
PDRD 1142 | ©8c ®iB8olox & S&cnc» 2 30
Slanlo]
PDRD 1152 | & 60358 De@5D0800 2 30
PDRD 1161 | @9 855 2®21m0806@ 1 15
PDRD 1171 | t0o8edc»nc DO o 5doa 1 15
PDRD 1182 | &0®00n 3@ 3000006 630 2 30
DROMIDOBNCE
PDRD 1192 | @080 &e@dm08a3 2 30
GCCOD OB
Courses for Semester 2
Bsc eBos | Bsc Jons Credit 2 8e&d
Value (e5cw@)
PDRD 1211 | &88¢ 85 1 15
PDRD 1222 | &850 @G & S8 9600 2 30
PDRD 1232 | &x0c5a8 @080 2 30
PDRD 1241 | &® 30000®@E B€5) 0000 1 15
[OUMISTONE)
PDRD 1252 | @8@ ewodxs gdblos 2 30
PDRD 1262 | ¢08x Os0e00msion 2 30
PDRD 1271 | @80 dgorsde 1 15
PDRD 1282 | &8 2 10
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530 SobO®®

Course Capsules
PDRD 1112 @& e3@ves Feso

PDRD 1112 Rural Sociology

O@ @@ 3 OF BB, NSOGB L@IEE BERE LBWIDS FLBEMESS,
& EoIeD NG 3@ISE, & @D NG B@IEE PR DML DO D),
O DLDH@B, & EICD MO LD €06 @b®, O LD
£30EEE, @BG BHHIBDO Ged®a.

PDRD 1121 EISE) IEBDIEICHIB
PDRD 1121 Disaster Management

&) €30 WL DESd), 9838 DEO®MIDOD) E3oDEBE &3t BN, ee3e)
DR RESEE, L) &3 L3oODON@, 6eIBE CNE® 3 DIEOIID DesbIes,
&Ie3e) FOEIHE DEOMDOBNE:ENBE) GFOOIN® GO F3®, &) 00 &3
86 00 OEE FOGED DBe0r S30, S DERMDONE, BB
BeH® § GOFIOGE OB, eBE) DIOEDE @a 3 C@) LdDOHE,
@98Br SoEBr  ww, @8 gSoETE CORD@E, &BE)
DEROIDOZ DY

PDRD 1131 8z B &5 IEHEQES

PDRD 1131 Rural Economy and Microfinance

8 Eed MO b, pbODE wy bl CbID®E, NG
enbODE B30OLON@E, BB O ofBn D8@m, @0 pldDwO
@ PImed RELT®, MBE eIDE t3OLDDGE BEDN GTHO, NSE
OOmed s, & omed DEE Yrrs BTV, eblD 3cDDE 63
QEs FO®BD), ©NIB LIDE 3D DBEHE, DEE, B BNDVDE, DSE, DB
e OB REETWOE, D dbdnens OLD@D YOMD)
EBERD®.
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PDRD 1142 BB 2aBBRE 56 SEINED SEDS

PDRD 1142 Rural Agriculture and Production Systems

8 EID DIBPLOG BERC WO, a8 0l BEWDS By eI
OLBDOIME, SO D@86 DIBDVID 206 @D®: »D DIBDIOLID
DD, DO B, RAI® SAIBHNE, ©30eHI0 DEEOMDONE, B8E
DEOMDOME, 363 oODBINE, 6RI® HODBIMGB: 60I® & ©BgeRI)
BNEDAB, O &E SNEDB, DIV e@IDDTD, NTEI0D 6®IDHTD, I8
e33e30 30800 D230e00@, DIBIVID HBeNCHOE 86y &Sy DIDBSIE,
@G DB 25000, DENS NEDR, DO DY), @ B NEM®E, eBDDY
D®O), HBGB D3N0ED 6EE DIBDLOG, MO REGHDS tuEt®, REeDS
SHORS.

PDRD 1152 & B85 DE@DIDOHNE

PDRD 1152 Water Resources Management

8 D o e@iDed & PN DERMDOMEB WITHOO, S eiem
HNOBE® & BE 00D BodODBHE, HOD &8E DeKIed Yeb®, Se®
2 8 SCOHHE, S DO DEERMDOME, &30 LS PR Beedd
ee®TD®, TRER B PSS DEPDOM®B, HBEEB BN 3t
5 SHOEDS.

PDRD 1161 DO &85 DEBOPIDOSIC

PDRD 1161 Human Resource Management

@D w08y DEERMDOME BICHO®: A SO  SSE
OBe@EME : REL) ©S0, metidc ELSLEN®, VT BB  ©®»
HESHNCD: oD DVGE  NDDE  DEEOMDOMNE,  SHE) D
£300DDE:FABIGBDE SN DO o FOB, TYY PNEDIED DO,
gy S8e® aBei®, IBEDEN DERMIDOMEB, IS SELS
Sb@nsns 53O, 30D DB NED®E, LBDO eIODES NED®PB, OLSOD
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& 808 DEPMIDOMNE, LD & ®S0R D0 e , etlon &
®tSOR DEEMIDOME PO, 30D e3RS ) PODED.

PDRD 1171 EoHeFena Qb e 98ma

PDRD 1171 Communication Principles and Practice

3% BDSBeTVEHE BTTHIO 3 O TP, &8 LBRBeTVewed §Se3d
&3 oD@, &8 BPHeDewed YBo®, &S» BBHeDenedS OB,
& 3Bedcmed OO ¢S, wBedcmed 0 & wBeDeHE ePeH
LoPBDB, & BPSedey @3 DOBDOME, & BHSedey @WSOE
DRSS 3w ebOEM, BBeDen FPOB® 3o DIVEERY, BWBeDe» D@,
BN @15 BNDDE, oDLANDE LTH) L3BSeDCHE BITHO®, &S5
BRBeDey RSB €3S DELT®.

PDRD 1182 &8 586588 E30EBLIDE 656 IEBPIDOSIE

PDRD 1182 Natural Resource Development and Management

33006 3w e TDVITOE BERE BTHIO 5w DBeRBHIE: 03D
D0NPOerES ST ®008, eetid) TDNBOenS DDNHBOeHS SHN® 3
edne 530, eexd wexie DD, &Beon G eesd DDNDHBORH
O0MDO® 3 e, &330E0 G»w cesd) DDNDHHOEO IO
TOO oS e, 83860 ©odndm D3000E Svwda, eesd DDNDPOeEE
PLODOBE 3w 30D 0D, BoOBBHME SBERC EHBBHE 3
F0DOD®, 300BBHNE 3L 030D FBIBHDE: 300DBH FPDIOD®,
S0 0By, @odbONE W BoODBHN®, owIDD ST,
2et3dd, #red®, D@, LoODBME 3 YRLDE.

PDRD 1192 8B rebisNcs

PDRD 1192 Rural Marketing

OB DETENC B3 FRDDOMEB, BB MHLOD®E,HNOE DECENCCH
a#Berie o 3, @RS BotiSD G SHIVDIG SERB, DEEeNCS
DB €3 RATID®R, GNIE 3D IO DSTELNE BED OTHO, @I®D
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e0eIBDEPeE BN rw DOBDOMNGE, HGeRDDOIMNE Y HedD
GOLN®@, SO, PNDES, L3MIBB 3 ICeIBES »tIde.

PDRD 1211 &E88 H6c

PDRD 1211 Civil Law

G oed B8Bx tw 88 380 BERe witno®, &l S, s 3ene
DVEEDB BBOG 3R, OISy &53eNED DIVEEDB GlmOMBG sBenE, OIS
B0 ol ars 880s e®e, Doctrine of ultra-virus, s eBee»
DVEEDS S0P @S0, Geds &3NE® DLEESS BB BExd, BewiB®
858, al0Osn @IeiDNE BEHI OxeE3HBy By S53®.

PDRD 1222 &TE 0D 6569 S8 EDIO

PDRD 1222 Animal Husbandry and Aquaculture

200 NEHE BERC »THIE, & oD DiIBnbeers Br Eus domed ID®E
0@, PG B® sy DEEMDOI &S, O I0E DIBDLEIBDEE
2T O ©8Y, B NEMEES OB HFO®, eMIOBE W oS Fde®
8@10, 8390 NEenEB e GO, D81 eeTLE LD, eEITBE LS
DEOMDOHNE: &SEED DN, SeSD Dved YL, FTCn @V DN, B&3xdt
P OGO, BN @ €8S odbnae, SEeney encdP et exTBE
893 05 53®, Hoend DIBOLOGE 3CH) EEITBE 3D WIDVDE.

PDRD 1232 O3 DECDIDCENC

PDRD 1232 Project Management

2500335 DEEMIDOME SERE HITHOO, D% 3w DD, S eI
O3, 050308 b crwd®, DS F§oomid tea® SBgene S3®, s
BEMGTHO 30 00 [3®, 51598 FOHDO DEERMDOLD, DEHS Oy,
0130338 FDDSIGE €39 OB, D503 DOVHDC.
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PDRD 1241 @@ E30EBLDDE & 0ICEPCT EMEFEHICE

PDRD 1241 Information Technology for Rural Development

CBommed &s8imnen, S3unm @ILmIo® &9 CAtN0®, SOESD 0@ D
gned u8smRr, e@en@E® ©BElS o Jehed eBE®, FPDVLNEE &3t eNODIT
MIBMNB, £ FIOPRD €51 ENEGTDBO®B, @IS LHE BB FRDDOMNS,
word processing, spread sheet applications, slide presentation applications,
co OREN DN e®» 0®, usage of cloud services to store and access

data, ®eeign ool ©¢W8e  (geographical information system)
OTHOO, B850 v gPdodndm wRDGEY, & @D 0T
MBBNE0 R BB & e0REIE, R wdlHn0 9O ©SCo@ND
eBEEOE NTD®E, DIDBIID HEDIFNCD HEDIC® 3D DEBIDOGE.

PDRD 1252 @98z et £88oa

PDRD 1252 Rural Health Development

& @D 6395 t3xD eeDes Fomed D@D DHBOE HTHOO, BBDE ©39R)s,
63985 BERC @ISBr SOLMES owEs, BB et9Rs gomwed #8eci® ®ED
@O, HOG RS o HBD GBS, DeEs FOGLD) GtS COERMBS 3EH)
HBD oS58, @ o @ elns, § Eomed Rre @& edi®
DBORS, By 695 SOLANGE, & @oIed ABE D®ens e @IeR® 3
e edi®, it tx» BECD N OrRHe e, ODEDS B FOHRD
©t39R3@0 B0 efOC TS G®OD, E@) &0, 85 gove GOIIO®,
@395 OLHE, T LORVE GTSOe.

PDRD 1262 8B OBEe05TFOD

PDRD 1262 Rural Entrepreneurship

OBOENEDDOE LEH) FIERE o BBOG cogpd®, rcte® Swew,
BODDOGE EE) D50 HEE® 53O, C@O® i OIDENEDTOGE IEDD
88020, noas, §omon®,aBeimns’, S8eic o 6t3) FedDmOsNc t@®
TDREAETTO, Qs 3 Y5 €200 &®, MNiBHD DEAD DOME, ez b
530, ¢#be)nd® »Peeddcd, bl 510 6@ewE®, HotNd D, MMEDDOE,
w30 3 eINOLe.
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PDRD 1271 8@ eerTFIR

PDRD 1271 Rural Empowerment

REOTHI® bl crd®, PG RE®NIE BERC witwo®, DA ¢nda
RE®TIO® PO, & EoIed GNHBG RE®ISDE FdB®R, MG RROTHI® £00
@0®, BB RE®HI® ¢#8ei®), @1 o0 €@ BcbANG, BoBPOG
(FORSON 6N

PDRD 1282 e

PDRD 1282 Project Work

O 3ANE ) BERBW GO BED GO, Ox1S GrOd BED TS,
BoREE8E DS emB) MEO, CODEB® eeh) DBV, e DB,
sbededn 9®eden, D Dy 800 o IBeEGM®R, D b Hdsesenas,
O el 830, cbedesn Sde DSSaE.
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IR O30SMO : FOMOBS MO

Governing By-Laws: The Essentials

Bctoda
Registration

asow @aeed" 80 PotEed 3w I wIed FNPSE @R B0
FER O 06y FeSEBDenn DEODDCEEE BEID €00 Bde@I®) Besnr
eE e

BercLobeatl Opo@rIOc
Registration Validity

BestoBr erd®r DXes glscm Obsn iy o wBS. @we® Bpiesced
D0 Dee® OFex e8dtg 01 © e B8@00 "

BrCobs e 5O
Renewal of Registration

BENS €00 BSe@i® ) 0HH0 BEIStod Bawed Brsted DE® DIRE
O §) Bty DD BEIStod D6 @ g0 @ned W] FrEe® BEISTeDn WD
GED 99ed GlsEy @FNEE, 81 BFIEE © LN 3BNeD ¢DOTHE @RD
8363033.

BCo80 GOGo® HOO
Cancellation of Registration

6®® NAREIDO BEStod § Frmed BrIStodn B9e® adddidn DS crn®
T8 02008 gdre®w HCR0 BEODCsIREO LED.
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SXOE S HHEO
Suspension of the Programme

BNAED0 SEEE® OVBEDT GBEISToD § oD @IS emNd &9
AR SOTNe®® DO Yesn® Dmens PeEiBm endn Bw® oD
Ry @oeed, 8 ®aEed, D wIed FRNVBE o4Nd ElBsE®
OHMEE0, 81 @5EE0, D™ 3ND0 @R N & BDR0 e
T, HER ®IE3) DBODCSIRD TES HOD e®DY) &rD.

oD OO 85 6258
Absence from Classes

I 580 gedmsmrnd gty @FDEed #xEBEES 000 ef®@®OEDO
e300 6] TOBems 808 O 6] Sw® DD 638 ex»Ede0
©DRDTLD.

Il. ef®» R0 B e 8In wrPel IO ey @D SPMD O
g0 (6@ edi8 DFFOES" 8386 NRNBDENEE BOHMEL eHTE) E3EH)
GFDVBG GBGED VFVEEEES 3D LN L3NS O FDE.

Il. 00 godmenan O 6f®m® OO ©» Tvi® DD a8 8O0 6mHS
P @) ) i DB T 14 D DET 0edDes DHHE EFiBsED
28RFVDIOD O @O0 e3cEEDE EE.

B8 edes Ol RN ©®D ETeD BHD LEHS 0edCs OUSIND /eedes
BehBBens s©F3.

&) Da0DesEed etvRs Seihd (UMO)
&) TE5D eedes BehS

&c) o ermdyed Dedarr eedes eI
&) Oed @B eOiveED edin@ etses

©) T35S epadede edinen eedes eldmid
&) epabede eedes DPBEred B@risted girbede eedes Sd

IV. 8808ex 063925 B3 B @y ec» eedes w0 ikt @I
O8x gD emed.

V. Se68n g0t 09Emm 00inE@ 0] BR1eted 8EeRD eeDesdits
8% B @09 ©@¢ eedes 3D DEODemEed ©9Rs HBriSes
Sef®r &80 a0 ewed.
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VI. So® D0 Guon ecy ¢oe3diedt ol gedmemens edIemnd §ewns T®
14 gtEeD D@ olsn® @FEER0 o DE GDE.

VIl. 08 gedcsmennes ©e@ ¢itedono® tN@B8nnRed 0MumT @Y ew)
g T 20ED 90 8uen emEw 0 glsn® @5teed" IDD
Oeed" Shelmn and @Y 0] el LwHED SO 8.

DO FSDdoo
Course Modules

0®® #gecNeDB NEE bANE BERE BB 00 BSe@I® SIV@NEID

acen Sed@> Deny (Credit 27) ePen oo, SVecdEo Bog TBEEs
GeSmERns OB Ol DE GE.

PeOTEE O
Medium of Instruction

Bre® gisn® ®0ED efe e B® BowE / 9oGt @isens &tdis 6d.

oo 855 065

Examination Regulations

& o 000 BEODemeed Twmi® ) o) 800 S5 38 e@® nd@@ed
B Dl Rr ©ttisied. Twm® ©ERDens Bog o gdus SO ©n
CRB6S BBODCHIE BIDD 50 BBS.

GeoBE SO
Evaluation Criteria
|. 8og Sens abenned areid® 0@ 8 0edy) &t.

Il. 3@ e ST o GRFIL) Jgrrlde BrE® Jens O b ®D O
g0 & F 60800 v 8T eR9) 605568.

PRI eeeB® - 40 - 30 %
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@D b reB® - 60 -70 %

1. ©@n8m gben» &S3mednece BrE® Dens aew Bmi® spns @Recd god
0®8 e B@0 ¢8R0 wti 03 3.

V.

V.

Pens =ebd 50 843 godmenids D8 400 e 40 F e 6D
.
SRHE) BB BTE) s S WO ®Y) eWELeR). GRIL) Htrdd
D0 @ emEw FOBEIOEE BEE eDIOEES ©8 ERYY RGN
T

&8 FOerw S OO SHTOO cceds

Eligibility End Semester Examination

l. S0 HOCHS SOmeD Oldn DO MBS gedtemns »O
S®OE0 Gvon TOO oD 0MEeRy) TD.

(&) /e geIE DbseE BEID 00 BdeEi® 8t 0 Briested B
58@.

(ep)) Bry)/epod of®m» DO b D®ern® 80% B t3wwIEdD SD®.
(&50) ®y/ Epee DB Den® OO g6 grc®ns 58 &8 de S8@.

(gz) BuO® Do o) o cfPP cERPNeEE & @ Oxo0
EBDeEEE DN® ) NED POEBDCHES NI 60N THTD.

Il. @) / g D83 Bglen DO0» @ TBED 3 wwIE § B ®IND
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. o® gedmswenn 0O 80%E e DO t®wuN&E B0 e eI
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eI g

Award of Diploma

I BB OLANGE BERE 8GN 0 Bdeei® geymna S538 843
SO GO b DR GDGE.
(&) 00O eEa (Credit 27 ) &3@gbdn S3@.
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Repeat Candidates
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&¢ed.
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Late Examination Application
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S5 S 556
Notification of Results
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Grading System
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BIe@ier® 85060 e ToH@
Effective Date of Diploma
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Results Sheet / Transcript
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Objectives of the Degree Programme

Make opportunities for those who aspire to pursue higher education in
the field of agriculture, focusing on new developments in agriculture
sector in both national and international level.

Provide opportunities to explore the potential of the graduate trainees
recruited for agricultural development of the country.

Empower the human resource with required knowledge and skills to
resolve problems related to the advancement of agriculture.

Explore and sustain the agricultural sector through the accomplishment
of specific services and use of novel technologies.

Programme Learning Outcomes

1.

Demonstrate a comprehensive and substantial level of knowledge
and understanding in core aspects in the field of agriculture and
related disciplines.

Use effectively and efficiently practical skills to critically analyse
problems, construct and propose innovative solutions for sustainable
development in agriculture.

Employ effective and efficient communication to enable proactive
decision making for solving agricultural issues and raise awareness
among the stakeholders.

Exercise leadership in diverse teams and in multidisciplinary working
environments to achieve synergistic outcomes.

Deal with complex issues in a systematic manner and innovate
arguments, ideas, and techniques to solve problems in agriculture.
Plan and implement the tasks with accountability and ability to instill
in agricultural enterprises.

Thorough in ICT related skills and capabilities of organizing data to
enhance efficiency in the agriculture sector.

Perform independently and collaboratively to build-up team spirit
and leadership quality to promote social and professional
engagement.

Perform independently and collaboratively to build-up team spirit
and leadership quality to promote social and professional
engagement.
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10. Take initiative, be self-responsible and accountable for the performed

actions demonstrating positive attitudes and social responsibility.

11. Identify and develop long-term goals to meet challenges in society

and contemporary agriculture.

12. Inculcate the passion for lifelong learning to acquire continuous

professional development and additional knowledge by
demonstrating skills in independent learning.

Minimum Requirements for the Registration

A Bachelor’s of honours/special Degree in Agriculture or any related
degree from a recognized University, accepted by the University
Senate which is equivalent to SLQF level 6 with a minimum of 30
credits in the relevant field.

or

A Bachelor’s of honours/special Degree in Science or any related degree
with honours from a recognized University, accepted by the University
Senate which is equivalent to SLQF level 6 with a minimum of 30
credits in the relevant field.

or
A Bachelor’s of honours/special Degree in Bio-systems Technology or
any related degree with honours from a recognized University, accepted
by the University Senate which is equivalent to SLQF level 6 with a
minimum of 30 credits in the relevant field.

or
Bachelor’s of honours/special Degree in Environmental Sciences or
Geography from a recognized university equivalent to SLQF level 6 and
after completing a qualifying examination and/or interview.

or
Postgraduate diploma or Postgraduate certificate in relevant field or any
other equivalent qualifications acceptable to the Senate of the Rajarata
University of Sri Lanka upon recommendation of the Board of Study in
Master of Agriculture, Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri
Lanka
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Credit Transfer Policy

Candidates who have successfully completed postgraduate level short courses
or diploma may request to transfer such credits to the Master of Agriculture
degree in place of relevant courses in the degree programme under following
conditions. The credits,

I.  should have been offered by institutes / universities acceptable to the
Senate of the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka upon the
recommendation of the Board of Study in Agriculture.

ii.  should have not been considered to the award of a degree qualification.

iii.  can be considered up to a maximum of four (04) credits.
iv.  should have been completed within five (05) years from the date of
registration to the Master of Agriculture degree programme.

Application Procedure

How to obtain an application?

e Online via University/Faculty Website (Recommended)

e Download the Application from University/ Faculty Website
e Obtain the Application by posting a self-addressed envelope
e Obtain the Application by visiting the Faculty

Those who wish to apply online or download the application can visit website
of the University https://pg.foa.rjit.ac.lk/. Those who wish to obtain the
application form and instructions by post, should send a 9”x6” size self-
addressed stamped envelope worth of Rs. 200/= addressed to the “Assistant
Registrar, Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka,
Puliyankulama, Anuradhapura”. Application forms and instructions/details
of the degree programme can also be obtained by visiting Faculty of
Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka.

What should be included in the application packet?

Following documents should accompany with your application.
e Duly filled and signed application form
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Certified copies of the educational and professional qualifications
Copies of the birth certificate and national identity card

Bank deposit slip of Rs. 2000.00 as application processing fee
Academic transcripts (directly from the university, from where you

obtained the degrees)
Certified copies of detailed results sheets

Two letters of recommendations in the prescribed format

Two passport size photographs

Fee Structure

Rs.
Application fee 2000.00
Registration fee per year 4000.00
Tuition fee” 150,000.00
Library deposit (Refundable) 5000.00
Library fee (Non-refundable) 1500.00
Internet/Computer fee per semester 1500.00
Examination fee per credit 950.00
Repeat/Medical examination fee per credit 1500.00
Make-up examination fee per credit 3000.00
Comprehensive examination fee per attempt 12,500.00
Re-scrutinization of results 1000.00
Rescheduling of comprehensive examination 1000.00
Detailed results sheet 500.00
Degree transcript — local 1000.00
Degree transcript — international 2000.00
Letter certifying semester results/ studentship/ status 200.00
New and replacement of university identity card 500.00

Maximum two instalments could be allowed upon the approval of the

Board of Study.

First and second instalments of the tuition fee need to be paid before

the commencement of the academic semester.

iii. A surcharge will be levied in addition to the above (ii) for the late
payments as follows, after first month 5%; second month 10%, and

third month 25%.
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How to apply?

Applications and scanned supporting documents can be submitted online
(recommended) through the faculty website. Hard copies of all application
materials should be sent to “Assistant Registrar, Faculty of Agriculture,
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Puliyankulama, Anuradhapura” along
with a Bank Deposit slip to the value of Rs. 2000.00 written in favour of
Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Account No.
008-1-001-6-0114574 held at the Peoples’ Bank, Anuradhapura indicating the
applicant’s name and the address.
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Teaching Panel — Internal

Department of Agricultural Engineering and Soil Science

BSc (Agric.) (Ruhuna, Sri Lanka), MSc

e w
M.H.J.P. Gunarathna (IRRI/CLSU, Philippines), PhD Professor ater
. Management
(Kagoshima, Japan)
_ BSc (Agric.) (Ruhunfa, Sri Lanka), MSc Watershed
N.S. Abeysingha (Jayawadanapura, Sri Lanka), PhD Professor Management
(IARI, New Delhi, India) g
M.G.T.S. Amarasekera BS_c (Agric.), MPhil, PhD (Peradeniya, Professor Soil Fertility
Sri Lanka) Management
BSc (Agric.) (Ruhuna, Sri Lanka), MPhil
) : . Water
M.K.N. Kumari (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), PhD Professor
Management

(Kagoshima, Japan)
BSc (Agric.) (Ruhuna, Sri Lanka), MPhil

G.V.T.V. Weerasooriya (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), PhD Professor Farm Power and

(Peradeniya, Sri Lanka) Machinery
BSc (Agric.), (Ruhuna, Sri Lanka), MSc Soil Fertilit
D.M.S. Duminda (Kelaniya, Sri Lanka), PhD (Peradeniya, Sri Senior Lecturer y
Management
Lanka)
BSc (Agric.) (Rajarata, Sri Lanka), .
) . . . A Itural
A.J. Fernando MPhil (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), PhD Senior Lecturer grl_cu tu_ra
Engineering

(Peradeniya, Sri Lanka)
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P.D. Kahandage

EJK Kosgollegedara

K.G.S. Nirmanee

BSc (Agric.) (Ruhuna, Sri Lanka), MSc
(Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), MPhil (Ruhuna, Sri
Lanka), PhD (Tsukuba, Japan)

BSc (Agric.) (RUSL, Sri Lanka), MPhil
(Biosystem Technology) MPhil (Farm
Machinery Technology)

BSc (Agric.) (Rajarata, Sri Lanka),

MSc (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), MPhil - Reading.

(Peradeniya, Sri Lanka)

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Lecturer (Prob.)

Farm Power
and Machinery

Farm Power &
Mechanizations

Remote
Sensing and
GIS
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Department of Agricultural Systems

G.A.S. Ginigaddara

S.N. Dissanayake

A.P.S. Fernando

A.M.K.R. Bandara

S.M.C.B. Karalliyadda

N.M.K.C. Premarathne

BSc (Agric.), MPhil (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka),
PhD (AIT, Thailand)

BSc (Agric.), MPhil (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka),
PhD (Queensland, Australia)

BSc (Agric.) (Rajarata, Sri Lanka), MPhil
(Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), PhD (Massey, New
Zealand)

BSc (Agric.), MSc, PhD (Peradeniya, SL

BSc (Agri. Tech. & Mgt.) (Peradeniya, Sri
Lanka), MSc (OM) (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka),
M (RDAE) (Saga, Japan) PhD (Kagoshima,
Japan), PQHRM (Sri Lanka)

BSc (Agri. Tech. & Mgt.) (Peradeniya, Sri
Lanka), MPhil (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), LLB
(Reading) (OUSL, Sri Lanka)

Professor

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Agricultural
Systems
Agricultural
Economics

Agricultural
Economics

Bio Statistics

Agricultural
Extension

Natural Resource
Economics
Macroeconomics
Econometrics
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Department of Animal and Food Sciences

A.M.J.B. Adikari

W.A.D. Nayananjalie

R.H.G.R. Wathsala

C.A.K. Dissanayake

M.A.A.P. Kumari

W.V.V.R. Weerasingha

H.R.M.G.C.
Thilakarathna

BSc (Agric.) (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), MSc
(NDRI, India), PhD (Virginia Tech, USA)
BSc (Agric.), MSc (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka),
PhD (Virginia Tech, USA)

BSc (Agric.) (RUSL, Sri Lanka), MSc
(Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), MSc (UNINA,
Italy), PhD (UNIBO, Italy)

BSc (Agric), MPhil (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka),
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BSc (Agri. Tech. & Mgt.) (Peradeniya, Sri
Lanka), MSc (Ghent, Belgium)

BSc (Agri. Tech. & Mgt.), MSc (Food Scci.
& Tec.) (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), MPhil
(Reading) (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka)

BSc, PhD (Sri Jayawardanapura, Sri Lanka)

Professor

Professor
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Senior
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Dairy Science

Food Science &
Postharvest Tech.
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P.A. Weerasinghe

D.A.U.D. Devasinghe

D.M.D. Dissanayake

W.C.P. Egodawatta

L.K.W. Wijayaratne

U.G.A.lL Sirisena

T.A.B.D. Sanjeewa

W.M.R.S.K. Warnasooriya

MSc, PhD (AUN, Czechoslovakia)

BSc (Agric.), MPhil, PhD (Peradeniya, Sri
Lanka)

BSc (Agric.), MSc (Moscow, Russia), PhD
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Dr Sc (ETH-Zurich- Switzerland)

BSc (Agric.) (Ruhuna, Sri Lanka), MSc
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(Manitoba, Canada)

BSc (Agric.) (Rajarata, Sri Lanka), MSc
(Peradeniya, Sri Lanka), PhD (Peradeniya, Sri
Lanka)

BSc (Agric.), MSc, MPhil (Peradeniya, Sri
Lanka), PhD (Peradeniya, Sri Lanka —
Reading)

BSc (Agric.), MSc (Peradeniya,

Sri Lanka), MPhil (Peradeniya,
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Senior Professor

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Senior Lecturer

Plant Tissue
Culture

Horticulture

Agronomy and
Organic
Agriculture

Crop Science

Entomology

Entomology and
Pest Management

Weed Science
and Crop
Ecology
Forestry and
Plantation
Management

63



K.R.E. Padmathilake

G.D.A. Nalaka

T.D.C. Priyadarshani

H.C.D. Wijayawardhana

BSc (Agric.), MSc (Peradeniya,
Sri Lanka), MSc (Waterloo, Canada), PhD
(Manitoba, Canada)
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Sriyani Wickramasinghe
Manjula Ranagalage
D.W.M.M.M. Kumari

N.W.L.A. Jayawardana

P.B. Dharmasena
Lal Mutuwatta
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Professor
Professor
Senior Lecturer

Postdoctoral Fellow
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Rajarata University of Sri
Lanka

Rajarata University of Sri
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University of Sri
Jayawardhanapura
L'Institut Agro, France

Department of Agriculture

International Water
Management Institute
District Secretariat,
Anuradhapura
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Programme Structure

The Master of Agriculture degree programme consists of coursework and a
research component basically one-year duration in the semester system for a
full-time student. Minimum duration for a part time student will be four
consecutive semesters. The course work includes all key aspects of advanced
agricultural production and management. There is a two-credit research
component in the second semester mainly aiming to develop research design
and analytical skills of the students. This degree also offers opportunity to
specialize in various sub disciplines through the compulsory research project
and there is an opportunity to transfer into Master of Philosophy degree
programme. Courses shall be evaluated on the basis of continuous assessments
(quizzes, reports, assignments, presentations, case studies, etc.) and end-
semester examinations. A five-member examination panel will evaluate the
comprehensive viva-voce examination. The medium of instruction is English
and the degree programme is conducted during weekends in the Faculty of
Agriculture, RUSL. Further details are given in ‘Governing By-Laws: The
Essentials’ section of this handbook.

Requirements to Complete the Study Programme

A student should complete a minimum of 30 credits with a minimum Grade
Point Average of 2.50 and successful completion of the comprehensive
examination in stipulated period prescribed in the governing by-laws. A
student should satisfy the examiners on prescribed assessment criteria
approved by the Faculty Board on the recommendation of the Board of Study
with a satisfactory standard. Students are required to follow 16 credits in the
first semester and 14 credits in the second semester. Further details are given
in ‘Governing By-Laws: The Essentials’ section of this handbook.
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Courses for Semester 1
Course Course Name Credit Status
Code Value

MS 5101 | Crop Production and Management 02 Compulsory
Techniques

MS 5102 | Food Processing Technology 02 Compulsory

MS 5103 | Irrigation and Water Management 02 Compulsory

MS 5104 | Dry Land Agricultural Systems 02 Compulsory

MS 5105 | Plant Protection and Crop 02 Compulsory
Improvement

MS 5106 | Application of Economics in 02 Compulsory
Agriculture

MS 5107 | Horticultural Crop Production 02 Elective

MS 5108 | Application of GIS and Remote 02 Elective
Sensing

MS 5109 | Food Security and Household Food 02 Elective
Production Systems

MS 5110 | Environmental Pollution and Control 02 Elective

MS 5111 | Pests and Diseases of Crops and their 02 Elective
Management

MS 5112 | Agricultural Leadership and 02 Elective
Communication

MS 5113 | Statistical Methods 02 Elective

MS 5114 | Dairy Technology 02 Elective
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Courses for Semester 2
Course Course Name Credit Status
Code Value

MS 5201 | Advanced Animal Production 02 Compulsory

MS 5202 | Land and Soil Management 02 Compulsory

MS 5203 | Advanced Machinery System 02 Compulsory
Engineering

MS 5204 | Agricultural Extension and 02 Compulsory
Development

MS 5205 | Research Project 02 Compulsory

MS 5206 | Seminar 01 Elective

MS 5207 | Climate Change and Agriculture 02 Elective

MS 5208 | Indigenous Knowledge Systems 02 Elective

MS 5209 | Fruits and Vegetables Processing 02 Elective

MS 5210 | Land Use Planning 02 Elective

MS 5211 | Agriculture Price Analysis 02 Elective

Course Capsules

MS 5101 Crop Production and Management Techniques

Agronomic fundamentals of crop production, Plant Nutrient management,
Weed Management, Nursery Management, Crop management practices,
Categories of crops and their differences (Field crops, Plantation crops,
horticultural crops), Maturity and harvesting, postharvest handling, Climate
and crop production, Major Cropping Systems in Sri Lanka (urban and peri-
urban systems), Institutional support to Sri Lankan Agriculture.

MS 5102 Food Processing Technology

Principles of food science and technology; Introduction to food processing;
Unit operations; Food processing and preservation techniques: food
deterioration, processing by thermal and non-thermal methods, use and
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application of enzymes and microorganisms in processing and preservation of
foods, food additives, principles of food packaging; Hurdle technology;
Quality assurance in food processing.

MS 5103 Irrigation and Water Management

Surface irrigation, Sub surface irrigation, Water measurement and control
structures, Micro irrigation, Drainage in Agriculture, Groundwater, Reservoir
designing and management.

MS 5104 Dry Land Agricultural Systems

Dry land farming, Dry climates and their classifications, Problems of crop
production in dry lands, Existing pattern of land use in low rainfall areas,
Tillage for dry land crops, Soil erosion, Agronomic measures of soil
conservation, Fertilizer use in dry lands, Cropping systems in dry lands,
Evapo-transpiration, Water harvesting and life-saving irrigation, Alternate
land use systems.

MS 5105 Plant Protection and Crop Improvement

Prevalence and assessment of damage caused by insect pests, diseases and
weeds; choice of correct management strategies for insect pests of different
ecosystems, diseases and weeds; Emergence of pesticide resistance in insects;
Concepts of Integrated Pest Management (IPM); Application of Plant Tissue
Culture for Crop Improvement (protoplast culture, haploid culture, somatic
embryogenesis, embryo rescue); Breeding Techniques for Crop Improvement.

MS 5106 Application of Economics in Agriculture

Theory of demand and supply, Theory of consumer behavior, Theory of
production and cost, Determination of national income, Economics policies,
International trade.

MS 5107 Horticultural Crop Production

Overview of horticulture, Production of quality planting materials, Special
management practices including training and pruning, Role of plant growth
regulators in horticulture, Commercial orchard management, Protected
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cropping and soilless crop production systems, Current trends and techniques
of vegetable production, Sustainable garden management, Urban agriculture
methods and techniques, Postharvest handing of horticultural produce
Floriculture industry, Floral products and value addition, Landscape designing
principles and practices, Implementation of landscape designs.

MS 5108 Applications of GIS and Remote Sensing

Geographic information technology; spatial information for resource
management, spatial data: data source, data acquisition, spatial data models,
spatial data base systems and management, design of spatial data base; digital
cartography: concept of map and spatial relationships, map elements, spatial
reference system, map projection and coordinate transformation, geometric
correction, 3D map display and generation of digital elevation models;
Applications in Agriculture and resource management.

MS 5109 Food Security and Household Food Production Systems

Food security and insecurity; Causes of Household Food Insecurity; Food
Insecurity Measurements; Household food security issues; Impact of Hunger;
Strategies and programme with a household focus for improving food security:
Household food production systems; Home garden intensification, Traditional
and modern food preservation systems at household level, institutional
assistance in household food security issues.

MS 5110 Environmental Pollution and Control

Point and non-point sources of pollution, pollutants and contaminants;
transformation and mobility of nutrients and pesticides in soil, impact of
pollutants on the sustainability of terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems,
remediation of contaminated soil and water bodies, policies and legislation to
control pollution.

MS 5111 Pests and Diseases of Crops and their Management

Introduction to insect, disease and weed problems in agricultural crops;
Pathology, dissemination and principles of disease management in crops;
Pests, population dynamics, spread and management; indoors and outdoors.
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Disease diagnosis, Insect identification and treatment; Quarantine process;
Recent developments in pest and disease management in crops. Case studies
and group activities.

MS 5112 Agricultural Leadership and Communication

Individuals as Leaders, Team Leaders, Organizational Leaders, Women &
Leadership Attitudes, Perception& Personality, Motivation, Work Teams &
Groups, Decision Making by Individuals & Groups, Conflict & Negotiation,
Basic Theories & Models of Communication, Verbal and Non-Verbal
Communication, Effective Communication Skills New Communication
Technologies & social media, Lesson Planning & Professional Forum on
Current Agricultural Issues, Agriculture Leaders in Sri Lanka.

MS5113 Statistical Methods

Introduction to scale of measurements; Introduction to population; Sample and
sampling methods; Graphical method of data presentation: frequency
distribution, histograms, stem and leaf plots, box plots; Numerical Method of
data presentation: measures of central tendency and dispersion; Sampling and
distribution of sample mean; Principles of hypothesis testing; Estimation tests:
t-test; introduction to analysis of variance; Introduction to principles of
experimental designs; Introduction to conventional experimental designs.

MS 5114 Dairy Technology

Dairy industry in Sri Lanka; Clean and hygienic milk production; Composition
of milk and milk constituents; Physical status and chemical properties of milk;
Dairy microbiology; Health and nutritional benefits of milk and milk products;
Processing of liquid milk; Production of milk products: fermented dairy
drinks, curd (meekiri/deekiri), yoghurt, cottage cheese, butter, ice cream, milk
toffee, milk powder and whey utilization; Current trends in dairy technology

MS 5201 Advanced Animal Production

Status of the animal industry in Sri Lanka; Management practices of farm
animals from birth/hatching to marketing including housing, feeding, breeding
and herd/flock health management; Metabolic regulation of farm animals;
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nutrient partitioning, intake regulation; Genetically modified animals and their
products; Assisted Reproductive Techniques (ART) in Farm Animals; Use of
genomic information in animal improvement.

MS 5202 Land and Soil Management

Factors governing soil fertility and their relative importance, Management of
rice growing soils, Management of soils in dry zone, Management of soils in
wet zone, Special aspects of upcountry soil management, Rehabilitation of
degraded lands, Land use planning in agriculture, Land policies and
legislations.

MS 5203 Advanced Machinery System Engineering

Introduction to farm mechanization, Measuring field performance of crop
production equipment, Costing of farm machinery, Sources of farm power,
Selection of optimum power requirements; Research and development of farm
machinery, Designing of farm machinery; analysis of agricultural machine
components and systems, Ergonomics in Agriculture; human factors and work
efficiency, Biomechanics, Material handling techniques, ergonomics for safe
work. Design, maintenance and management of farm power and machinery
parks.

MS 5204 Agricultural Extension and Development

Agricultural  extension  principles, Developmental communication,
Communication models, Extension programme planning process, Adoption
and diffusion of agricultural innovation, Extension programme evaluation,
Private-public partnership, Production and distribution of audio-visuals in
agricultural communication, Research strategies in agricultural extension.

MS 5205 Research Project

As a compulsory requirement of the degree programme, students are required
to obtain two credits from the research project (MS 5205) during which they
will be guided by a supervisor appointed by the University Senate on the
recommendation of the Board of Study. Range of research topics is available
within the research interest of teaching panel that student can select. A student
should prepare a research proposal and submit to the Board of Study for the
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approval. The report of the research project should be submitted to the Board
of Study after completion of the research project and before applying for the
comprehensive examination.

MS 5206 Seminar

Students review and lead discussion on current problems and research findings
related with agriculture; Students are required to prepare a report and present
on a relevant topic (selected by the student or assigned by the course
coordinator).

MS 5207 Climate Change and Agriculture

Climate change, Greenhouse gases and Radioactive forcing, evidence for
climate change, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC); Impact
of climate change on agriculture, fisheries, biodiversity and eco systems;
Climate change and Sri Lanka: vulnerability, adaptation, and mitigation;
Introduction to Climate change modelling: GCMs and scenario building.

MS 5208 Indigenous Knowledge Systems

Location, climate and its variation in Sri Lanka, History and the culture of Sri
Lankan agriculture, Genetic resources, agro-biodiversity and indigenous
knowledge, Traditional practices of soil management in Agriculture,
Indigenous village irrigation systems, Traditional home Gardens: Sustainable
agro-ecosystem with integrated land management, Traditional rice farming,
Indigenous paddy varieties and traditional knowledge, Traditional food &
beverages, Traditional cattle management systems and indigenous veterinary
medicine of Sri Lanka, The cultural dimension of some Agricultural rituals in
Sri Lanka, Indigenous agricultural knowledge for the present context.

MS 5209 Fruits and Vegetables Processing

Sri Lankan and global scenario on production and processing of fruits and
vegetables; Quality requirements of raw materials for processing; Postharvest
handling and storage of raw materials; Processing techniques: primary
processing, minimal processing; secondary processing; Good manufacturing
practices of fruits and vegetables processing; Designing of processing lines for
fruits and vegetables.
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MS 5210 Land Use Planning

Introduction to land use planning, Land classification, Crop requirements and
land qualities, GIS and remote sensing for land use planning, Socio-economic
aspects of land use, Watershed approach in land use planning.

MS 5211 Agricultural Price Analysis

Nature and functions of agricultural prices, Demand and supply of agricultural
commodities, Agricultural price movements, price forecasts and pricing
policies.
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Governing By-Laws: The Essentials

Registration

i.  Onacceptance by the Board of Study, Faculty Board and the Senate of
the University, a person shall be registered as a postgraduate student of
the University upon payment of prescribed fees.

ii.  The registration for the Master of Agriculture shall be deemed to have
lapsed at the expiry of its period of validity. A candidate whose
registration has so lapsed may renew his/her registration for a further
period, provided that he/she is considered eligible for such re-
registration by the Board of Study/Faculty Board and the University
Senate.

Registration Validity

The period of registration shall be commenced from the date of
commencement of the academic year. Any registration shall be for a period of
one year.

Renewal of Registration

The registration for the Master of Agriculture shall be deemed to have lapsed
at the expiry of its period of validity. A candidate whose registration has so
lapsed may renew his/her registration for a further period, provided that he/she
is considered eligible for such re-registration by the Board of Study/Faculty
Board and the University Senate.

Cancellation of Registration

The University shall have the right to cancel the registration of a candidate at
any time, notwithstanding anything stated contrary to above.
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Suspension of the Programme

In the opinion of the Board of Study/Faculty Board/Senate of the University,
if the number of persons who have applied and/or who are registered for the
programme in any given year is not sufficient and financially not viable, the
Board of Study/Faculty Board/Senate of the University reserves the right not
to conduct the programme. The University may refund any fees paid by the
candidates.

Refund Policy

The total course fee is not refundable in any case. If a candidate fails to follow
the course after registration, the money paid may be refunded retaining 25%
of the total course fee, provided that the candidate has not attended a single
study session.

Absence from Classes and Examinations

I.  No candidate shall absent or leave the island or withdraw from
examination or from any other aspect of evaluation without the prior
approval of the Board of Study.

ii.  Excuses for the absence will be granted only if the absence is due to
serious ill health, or death of a member of the immediate family or any
other cause acceptable to the Board of Study and approved by the
Senate. Even though excuse is granted to a student, he/she can sit the
examination only on the current occasion or next immediate occasion
as a proper candidate.

iii.  If a student fails to attend academic activities or examinations due to a
medical reason, such absence should be reported to the Academic
Coordinator by a valid medical certificate within 14 days from absence.
All medical certificates should necessarily be obtained from one of the
following medical officers.

a. University Medical Officer (UMO)

b. District Medical Officer
c. Consultant Specialist in the relevant field
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Head of a Government Base Hospital

e. Medical Superintendent of a Provincial Ayurvedic Government
Hospital

f. Ayurvedic Physician registered in the Ayurvedic Medical Council

iv. Board of Study will accept medical certificates certified by the
University Medical Officer

v.  Under exceptional circumstance, medical certificates issued by private
hospitals or registered private practitioners could be considered by the
University Medical Officer.

vi.  Students who fall ill during an examination session should immediately
report to the Board of Study and medical certificate should reach the
faculty within 14 days from the examination.

vii. Absence of a candidate from an examination in the event of the death
of an immediate family member will be excused if approval is obtained
from the Board of Study and the Senate by submission of the death
certificate and appropriate proof of relationship. In that event, the
student will receive a symbol of “DFR” (Deferred) for that course.

Course Module

The Master of Agriculture shall include courses (total of 30 credits) as
prescribed in the student handbook.

Adding and Dropping Courses

Adding and dropping the courses are allowed within two weeks of the
commencement of the academic semester.

Minimum Number of Students for a Course

The minimum number of students required for the commencement of a
particular course in a semester shall be four (04). Courses where the minimum
number is not satisfied, shall not be offered in the particular semester.
However, the final decision will be taken by the Board of Study.

77



Postgraduate Programmes, FOA, RUSL Student Handbook - 2025

Medium of Instruction

The medium of instruction and all examinations shall be English.

Examination Regulations

Regulations relating to examinations in the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka
are applicable for the Degree. In any examination matter, the decision of the
Senate shall be the final.

Evaluation Criteria

The evaluation shall be done at the end of each course module.
Courses shall be evaluated on the basis of continuous assessments
(quizzes, reports, assignments, presentations, case studies, etc.) and
end-semester examinations. Percent contribution of each component to
the final grade shall be as follows,

Continuous assessments - 40%

End-Semester Examination - 60%
The end-semester examination shall consist of question paper for each
course module with a maximum duration of three hours for which all
candidates should appear.
A participant must obtain 40 percent from total marks to pass a course.
Medical certificates shall not be taken into account for continuous
assessments. Students will not receive marks for such components if
he/she fails to attend the regular continuous assessments or to meet the
requirements due to any reason.

Eligibility for End-Semester Examination

A person shall not be permitted to sit for end of course examination
unless
a. he/she has been duly registered as a postgraduate candidate
from the commencement of the academic year/semester in
which that examination is held.
b. he/she has attended at least eighty percent (80%) of the classes
held.
c. he/she has submitted duly filled examination application on
time.
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d. all rules relating to the examination procedure, offenses, and
punishment of the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka apply to the
Master Degree examination.

The Programme Director has certified that he/she has completed the
course of studies leading to the Master of Agriculture by attending the
required number of lecture hours, tutorial classes and other forms of
instructions in the subject matter of each course.

If a candidate fails to maintain 80% of attendance in any subject, he/she
has to repeat it at the repeat exam.

If any candidate does not fulfill requirements in terms of marks for
continuous assessment and final examination, he/she shall complete an
additional assessment to make up for the deficiency, with the
recommendation of the Board of Study.

Comprehensive Examination

Vi.

To be eligible to sit for the comprehensive examination, a candidate
shall have secured a minimum GPA of 2.50 for the courses followed
amounting to 30 credits.

If candidate fails to sit for the comprehensive examination on the date
set by the Board of Study without providing any valid reason, it shall
be considered as the first attempt. In such cases, a rescheduling fee and
the comprehensive examination fee should be paid.

To be eligible to sit for the comprehensive examination, a candidate
should pay remaining dues including the semester registration fees,
semester examination fees, tuition fees, and other fees as prescribed.
If candidate fails to sit for the comprehensive examination within the
semester following the release of final GPA, all dues of the semester
registrations, as prescribed in the student handbook applicable, up to
the date of application for comprehensive examination should be paid.
A candidate shall have a maximum of three attempts to obtain a
satisfactory grade at the comprehensive examination.

If a candidate has not obtained a satisfactory grade (S) at the third
attempt of the comprehensive examination, the Board of Study
reserves the right to recommend that the candidate be awarded a
postgraduate diploma or a postgraduate certificate.
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Award of Degree

To be eligible to award the Master of Agriculture, the student

a.

> @

fulfilled all the admission requirements for the degree
programme as set out in Section No. 03 of the by-laws of
Master of Agriculture.

registered in the degree programme for the period prescribed in
the governing by-laws.

pursued the programme of study at the University to the
satisfaction of the University Senate as prescribed in the by-
laws of the degree program and other rules and regulations of
the University.

satisfied the examiners on prescribed assessment criteria
approved by the Faculty Board on the recommendation of the
Board of Study with of a satisfactory standard.

completed the course work and all other prescribed
requirements within a period of three (03) academic years for
full time and five (05) academic years for part time candidate
after being registered to the Master of Agriculture degree
programme

must successfully complete the required 30 credits.

must obtain a minimum Grade Point Average of 2.50.

should obtain a satisfactory grade (S) in comprehensive
examination.

A student shall pay registration fees from the date of first registration
to the date of the comprehensive examination in order to qualify for the
award of the degree.

Award of Merits
A student may be awarded a ‘Merit Pass’ provided she/he

a.

obtains grades of B+ or better in course units aggregating to 30
credits

b. obtains a minimum GPA of 3.70 and

C.

completes the relevant requirements within one academic year
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iv.

Award of Distinction
A student may be awarded a ‘Distinction Pass’ provided she/he
a. obtains grades A or better in course units aggregating to 30
credits
b. completes the relevant requirements within one academic year

Repeat Candidate

A candidate who does not satisfy the conditions for a pass (40 marks) shall be
deemed to have failed the examination.

Repeat Examinations

Vi.

Repeat examination shall be arranged for those who fail to obtain 40
marks for a course within a period of one month from the last date of
proper examination. Only two more occasions shall be allowed to re-sit
for the examination.

The failures of the repeat examination will have to sit for the proper
examination in the following year.

There will be additional fees charged from repeat and/or failed/ makeup
examination candidates as determined by the Senate, depending on the
expenses be incurred by the University to serve their repeat attempts in
the examination process.

The highest grade obtainable in such an attempt will be a “B” grade.
The grace attempt will be allowed subjected to the approval of the Board
of Study and the Senate.

Repeat candidates shall make all payments as prescribed by the Senate
on the recommendation of the Board of Study and Faculty Board.

Late Examination Application Fee

An additional fee of 15% of the prescribed fee shall be charged, if the
application is received within seven days of the due date for the receipt of
applications and an additional fee of 30% of the prescribed fee shall be charged
if the application is made after seven days, but within fourteen days of the due
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date. No applications shall be entertained under any circumstances after the
lapse of fourteen days from the due date.

Medical Certificates

If a candidate falls ill during the period of examination, he/she should
obtain a medical certificate and should be sent to the Programme Director
within two weeks.

i. The above candidates are allowed to sit for the repeat examination as
proper candidates. They are not expected to pay the examination fee in
such an attempt.

Postponement of the Academic Year

If a candidate registered for the course applies for a postponement of
the academic year, he/she may be given an opportunity to follow the
next immediate offer after the recommendation of the Board of Study
and the Faculty Board and approved by the University Senate. Such a
candidate should complete the degree within stipulated time as
prescribed in the governing by-laws. The application fee and the course
fee paid are transferable only if the candidate has not attended a single
lecture. Such a candidates are required to pay the registration fee for
the new academic year. However, if the course fee of the next offer has
been increased, she/he has to pay the balance of the course fee to get
registered.

If a candidate applies for a postponement after attending lectures,
he/she is not allowed to postpone the academic year. However, the final
decision on such a candidate will be taken by the Board of Study.

The request for postponement should be made to the Programme
Director within a month after the registration.

The selected candidates are not allowed to transfer their registration to
any other candidate.

Notification of Results

The University shall display on the notice board/Learning Management
System/Management Information System, the results of the candidates
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who have appeared for the examination of the Master’s degree. In
addition, all candidate shall be informed individually of the results of
the examination.

ii.  The results of each semester will be reported to the candidates at the
end of each semester with the grade earned by the candidate for each
course as indicated in the grading system. The results sheet will be
issued to each candidate following the release of results of each
semester by the Examination Branch of the University.

Re-scrutinization of Examination Results

If a candidate wishes, she/he shall request to verify examination marks and
grades, particularly for end semester examinations. Re-scrutinization of marks
and grades shall be limited only during the 2 weeks immediately following the
release of results of an examination. As the cost of re-scrutinization process
must be borne by the candidate, a non-refundable fee, calculated on the basis
of actual cost of re-scrutiny process shall be levied on the candidate.

Grading System

The following scheme shall be used for the purpose of computing the Grade
Point Average (GPA).

Marks (%) Grade GPV
85 or above A+ 4.0
80-84 A 4.0
75-79 A- 3.7
70-74 B+ 3.3
65-69 B 3.0
60-64 B- 2.7
55-59 C+ 2.3
50-54 C 2.0
45-49 C- 1.7
40-44 D 1.3
<40 E 00
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Overall Grade Point Average (GPA) is calculated using the formula given
below. Grade Point Average (GPA) is the weighted arithmetic mean of the
grade point values. i.e. the GPA is determined by dividing the total Grade
Point Value (GPV) by the total number of credits.

2CiG;

PA =
G 2C;

Where Ci is the number of credits for the i"" course, and G;j is the grade point
value obtained for the i course Candidates who get a lower grade than D for
a course should repeat that course at the next immediate opportunity and
she/he shall be given a maximum of B grade even if the student may obtain
more than 69 marks. If a student has obtained a grade below B grade for a
course, she/he has the option either to repeat the course or to keep the grade
as it is, in case if he/she can maintain the overall minimum GPA requirement
of 2.5. However, a student shall keep a maximum of two D grades during
the programme and shall retake all the other subjects for which they obtain D
or lower grades.

Effective Date of the Degree
The effective date of the Master of Agriculture degree shall be the date on

which the candidate passes the final comprehensive examination.

Results Sheets / Transcripts

I. The fees payable for a certificate or statement of results or a transcript
shall be determined by the Board of Study.

ii. Transcript of examination results shall only be submitted to another
academic institution.

Early Exit Option

If a MAgri candidate who requires an early exit having completion 25 credits
of coursework with minimum 2.5 FGPA in the Master of Agriculture without
comprehensive examination, can obtain Postgraduate Diploma (SLQF 8). The
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effective date of the Postgraduate Diploma shall be the date of completion of
all the required credits of the coursework.

If a MAgri candidate who requires an early exit having completion of only 20
credits of coursework with minimum of 2.0 FGPA in the Master of
Agriculture, can obtain a Postgraduate Certificate (SLQF 7). The effective
date of the Postgraduate Certificate shall be the date of the request made by
the candidate with completion of the required credits of the coursework.

Fallback Option

A MAgri candidate who failed three attempts of the comprehensive
examination can subsequently request a Postgraduate Diploma (SLQF 8). The
effective date of the Postgraduate Diploma shall be the date of the third
comprehensive examination.

A MAgri candidate who failed to complete course work with minimum of 2.5
FGPA but completed 20 credits of coursework with a minimum 2.0 FGPA in
the Master of Agriculture is eligible to request a Postgraduate Certificate
(SLQF 7). The effective date of the Postgraduate Certificate shall be the date
of the request made by the candidate after completion of the required credits
of the coursework.
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Objectives of the Degree Programme

The objectives of the Master of Science in Agroecology degree programme

are to,
1.

2.

promote the concept of agroecology among prospective national and
international stakeholders.

create opportunities for those who aspire to pursue a qualification in
higher education in the field of agroecology, focusing on career
development in both national and international contexts.

develop entrepreneurs to start viable agroecological ventures locally
and internationally.

produce intellectuals to research and outreach targeting the
sustainability of the agroecological systems and ventures.

develop appropriate solutions to dynamic environmental issues while
enhancing the resilience and responsible governance of
agroecological systems.

Programme Outcomes

After completion of the degree programme the student will be able to,

1.

demonstrate advanced knowledge and understanding of the core
aspects of agroecology and their interactions with related disciplines.

evaluate and design appropriate agroecological plans and implement
interventions appropriately to optimize the agroecological resources.

assess current dynamics in agroecology and communicate
appropriately to all stakeholders for efficient decision-making.

bring appropriate interventions to achieve sustainable outcomes within
diverse professional environments related to agroecology.

plan, initiate, and manage agroecological ventures sustainably and
ethically while appreciating the dynamism in the agroecological
environments.

build networks with relevant stakeholders to strengthen the group
approach to achieving resilience and sustainability in agroecological
systems.

exercise personal and social responsibility, accountability, and
transparency in all dealings related to agroecological systems.
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8. create and analyze SMART goals to achieve long-term sustainable
outcomes in agroecological engagements.
9. develop a passion for personal and professional development.

Minimum Requirements for the Registration

1. A Master Degree (SLQL 9) in Agroecology, Agriculture, Science, Bio-
systems, Environmental Science/Management from a Higher Education
Institute (HEI) recognized by the University Grant Commission of Sri
Lanka (UGC),

or

2. A Postgraduate Diploma (SLQL 8) in Agroecology, Agriculture, Science,
Bio-systems, Environmental Science/Management from a HEI recognized
by the UGC,

or

3. A Postgraduate Certificate (SLQL 7) in Agroecology, Agriculture,
Science, Bio-systems, Environmental Science/Management from HEI
recognized by the UGC,

or

4. A Bachelor’s Degree (SLQL 5 or 6) in Agroecology, Agriculture, Science,
Bio-systems, Environmental Science/Management from a HEI recognized
by the UGC,

or

5. Any other equivalent qualifications to above eligibility requirements,
acceptable to the Senate, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka upon qualifying
examination/ interview and recommendation of the Board of Study,
Faculty Board of Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka.
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Application Procedure

Application for registration for the Degree Programme shall be called
by advertisement in the newspapers and the University website by the
Registrar or his/her nominee of the University.

Those who wish to apply online or download the application can visit
website of the University https://pg.foa.rjt.ac.lk/ .

The application shall be on the prescribed form providing the
information as he/she may be required to submit, including his/her
qualifications for undertaking the course of study.

The candidate shall forward the following documents along with the
application

- Certified copies of the educational qualifications
- Academic transcripts

- Certified copy of the Birth Certificate

- Copy of the NIC/ Passport

- 02 passport size photos

- Two letters of recommendation of which one should be from
an academic referee

- Copies of any other documents to support the admission
requirements

89


https://pg.foa.rjt.ac.lk/

Postgraduate Programmes, FOA, RUSL Student Handbook - 2025

Fee Structure
Rs. uUsD

MSc programme fee 200,000.00 2,500.00
Application fee 2,000.00 25.00
Registration fee per year 4,000.00 50.00
Library deposit (Refundable) 5,000.00 75.00
Library fee (Non-refundable) 1,500.00 20.00
Science fee (Non-refundable) 7,500.00 100.00
Internet/computer fee per semester 3,000.00 40.00
Examination fee per credit 800.00 10.00
Comprehensive examination fee per attempt 7,500.00 100.00
Thesis defense examination fee per attempt 12,500.00 160.00
Degree transcript (Issued within SL) 1,000.00 15.00
Degree transcript (Issued outside SL + 2,500.00 40.00
without postage)
Detailed certificate 500.00 10.00
Makeup examination 3,000.00 40.00

How to apply?

Applications and scanned supporting documents can be submitted online
(recommended) through the faculty website. Hard copies of all application
materials should be sent to “Assistant Registrar, Faculty of Agriculture,
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Puliyankulama, Anuradhapura” along
with a Bank Deposit slip to the value of Rs. 2000.00 (USD 25.00) written in
favour of Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka,
Account No. 008-1-001-6-0114574 held at the Peoples’ Bank, Anuradhapura
indicating the applicant’s name and the address.
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Teaching Panel - Internal

Prof. (Mrs) G.A.S.Ginigaddara Professor

Prof. G.V.T.V. Weerasooriya Professor

Prof. N.S. Abeysinghe Professor

Prof. M.G.T.S. Amarasekara Professor

Prof. (Mrs.) M.K.N. Kumari Professor

Dr. S.M.C.B.Karalliyadda Senior Lecturer
Dr. AM.K.R.Bandara Senior Lecturer
Dr. D.M.S. Duminda Senior Lecturer
Dr. W.C.P. Egodawatta Senior Lecturer
Dr. Nalaka Geekiyanage Senior Lecturer
Mr. N.M.K.C. Premarathne Senior Lecturer
Mr. E.J. Kosgollegedara Senior Lecturer
Mr. R.A.A.S. Rathnayaka Lecturer

Ms. A.N. Kodituwakku Lecturer
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Programme Content
Course Course Name Credit Status
Code Value
Year 1 Semester 1
AS 5101 | Agrology 3 Compulsory
AS 5102 | Bioclimatology 2 Compulsory
AS 5103 | Design and Analysis of 3 Compulsory
Agroecological Experiments
AS 5104 | Managerial Economics 3 Compulsory
AS 5105 | Landscapes Ecology 2 Compulsory
AS 5106 | Soil Health and Management 3 Compulsory
AS 5107 | Water in Landscape 2 Compulsory
AS 5108 | Agroecological Practices 2 Optional
AS 5109 | Global Agroecosystems 2 Optional
Year 1 Semester 2
AS 5201 | Ecological Agriculture & Systems 3 Compulsory
Thinking
AS 5202 | Environmental Aspects of Waste 2 Compulsory
Management
AS 5203 | Environmental Law 3 Compulsory
AS 5204 | Environmental Security and Valuation 3 Compulsory
AS 5205 | Human Ecology 3 Compulsory
AS 5206 | Landscape and Spatial Planning 3 Compulsory
AS 5207 | Precision Agriculture 2 Compulsory
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AS 5208 | Design and Evaluation of 2 Optional
Agroecological Systems
AS 5209 | Ecological Entrepreneurship 2 Optional
AS 5210 | Research Methods for Agroecology 2 Optional
Year 2
AS 6101 | Internship 2 Compulsory
AS 6201 | Thesis — Research  Project 15 Compulsory

Course Capsules

AS 5101 Agrology

Fundamentals of agrology; Evolution of agriculture, Functions and impacts of
agriculture; Abiotic and biotic relationships in agriculture; Modern trends in
agroecosystem management; Alternative approaches for conventional
farming; Pillars of sustainability; Indicators of sustainability, Modelling
sustainability; Emergence of an ecological vision; Agriculture, society, and
agrology; Administrative regulatory tools of agricultural activities;
Sustainable landscape and spatial planning.

AS 5102 Bioclimatology

Weather and climate; The network of meteorological stations and their
operation; Earth and its atmosphere; Evaluation and use of solar radiation;
Surface energy balance; Temperature of soil and air; Pressure and wind;
Climate and biotic interactions; The water cycle and its phases; The formation
and types of hydrometeors; Climate change: impacts and adaptation strategies;
Extreme weather events and their consequences; Flora and fauna responses to
climate and variabilities; Basics of synoptic-scale meteorology; Weather
forecasting; Processing of meteorological and climatological data.

AS 5103 Design and Analysis of Agroecological Experiments

Descriptive statistics; Basics of probability; Basics of experiment theory;
Basics of mathematical statistics; Tests of hypotheses; Single-factor and
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multi-factor ANOVA; Non-parametric methods; Regression analysis;
Analysis of qualitative data; use of advanced statistical techniques.

AS 5104 Managerial Economics

An introduction to the study of managerial economics; Agri-food industry and
market structure; The organization of business, objectives, strategy, and
efficiency; Production and costs; Analysis of business and supply risk;
Demand in the product market as a factor in business decision-making,
demand estimation and prediction; Business organizations and their behaviour
in different market structures; Vertical and horizontal growth of business
organizations; Pricing in industries with market power; A business
organizations in the capital and money markets; The role of the state in a
market economy; Business organizations, the environment, and government
regulation of externalities; Optimizing the use of non-renewable and
renewable natural resources; Assessment of organizational performance.

AS 5105 Landscapes Ecology

The origins of the landscape ecology; Landscape structure: geo-complex, geo-
system, evolution, development in the quaternary; Changes in the human-
dominated landscapes: Landscape restoration: ecology, habitat restoration, re-
naturalization, succession; Landscape disturbance dynamics: connectivity,
fragmentation, scattered vegetation, natural and man-made landscapes;
Agricultural landscape: spatial and functional structure of agricultural
landscape, Farming for ecosystem functions and services; Sustainable
landscape management; Principles of environmental protection; Sustainable
development and global environmental platforms; Regulatory tools in
environmental protection; Institutional framework and environmental
legislations; and renewable natural resources; Assessment of organizational
performance.

AS 5106 Soil Health and Management

Soil as a part of agroecological farming systems; Basis of soil formation; Soil
sampling and preparation; Soil physical, chemical and biological factors
affecting soil health; Soil organic matter; Soil health assessment indicators;
Soil classification systems; Soil erosion and compaction; Soil acidity,
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alkalinity, salinity and sodicity; Soil reclamation; Soil pricing; Preparation of
soil health management plan.

AS 5107 Water in Landscape

The importance of water for society, basic legislative documents; Aquatic and
water-based ecosystems; Anthropogenic impact on the landscape; Catchment
areas -a balanced water regime -the effects of agriculture and forestry
management; Functions of catchment area management; Catchment area
protection and organization; Sediments in streams and reservoirs; Landscape
water-management structures — erosion control and flood control measures in
the landscape; Land-improvement facilities in the catchment area — drainage
and irrigation structures; Drainage of urbanized areas, rainwater management,
green roofs; Check dams, modifications and restorations of streams; Water
retention in the landscape, extreme events — floods and droughts; Hydro-
technical structures — dams, reservoirs, weirs, hydroelectric power plants,
navigation canals.

AS 5108 Agroecological Practices

Basic agro-ecological practices; Agro-ecological practices for nutrient
management, weed management, pest and disease control; Agro-ecological
practices of agro pastural systems; Agro-ecological production systems; Agro-
ecological farming practices for strengthening the resilience of farmers;
Designing of ecological agricultural system.

AS 5109 Global Agroecosystems

Dynamics of global change; Population pressure impact on Agriculture,
Diminishing trend of soil, resources and land with agriculture; Negative
impacts and benefits of agriculture in the globe; Tropical and humid agro-
ecosystems; Geographical, political, social and economic dimensions of
global agro-ecosystems; Opportunities and challenges for sustainable
production in global agro-ecosystems.

AS 5201 Ecological Agriculture & Systems Thinking

Fundamentals of agriculture, concepts and principles; Characteristics of an
ecological agricultural system; Regulatory mechanisms in agroecological
systems; System approaches and system thinking in ecological agriculture;
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Ecological aspects of different food production systems, Ecology and
sustainability; Design for a sustainable agroecological system.

AS 5202 Environmental Aspects of Waste Management

Waste management concepts: source of waste generation, characterization of
waste, impacts of waste on the environment and human health; Parameters
important in designing and monitoring of waste treatment systems; Solid
waste treatment options; wastewater characteristics, Wastewater treatment,
effluent treatment options; Modern trends in waste management; Legal
aspects of waste management.

AS 5203 Environmental Law

An introduction to environmental law; A basic overview of legislation, and
definition of interdisciplinary contexts — status, development, de referenda
law; The framework of public administration bodies in environmental
protection, and public law; Liability in environmental law ; Environmental
Act; Land protection; Forest protection; Air protection; Protection of plants
and animals; Environmental impact assessment, and agricultural, forestry and
related structures, activities and equipment; Agricultural law in relation to
environmental protection: organic farming, chemical substances in
agriculture; Related legislation: area-based protection of nature and the
landscape, ecological damage, law on the provision of redress for damage, the
Building Act, integrated prevention, waste management, the Mining Act, the
Energy Act; Economic instruments in environmental law.

AS 5204 Environmental Security and Valuation

Environmental and agri-environmental security; The concept of
environmental security, anthropogenic and natural environmental threats;
Ecosystem services: concept, breakdown, context with an emphasis on the
agroecosystem, Valuation of Ecosystem Services: valuation techniques;
Agriculture as an agent of national and global security, food self-sufficiency
and security; Agroecological security aspects; Old ecological burdens,
contaminated areas, environmental toxicity, invasive plants, Geological risks
and construction activities; Environmental Impact Assessment Techniques;
Ecosystem Governance Geological risks and construction activities; Public
administration and risk management.
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AS 5205 Human Ecology

Human dimension in agroecology; Socio-ecological systems; Food traditions
in South Asia; Vulnerability and Resilience in Agroecology; Co-creations and
sharing of knowledge. Formal and informal education for enhancing
horizontal sharing of knowledge; Empowering marginalized groups in food
systems; Youth employment opportunities in agricultural and food systems;
Family farming in rural development; Fairtrade for sustainable food systems;
Leadership in Agroecology; Participatory decision making in agroecology;
Contemporary socio-ecological issues in agroecosystems; Dynamics of social
elements in agroecological systems.

AS 5206 Landscape and Spatial Planning

Interpretation of the concept in terms of spatial planning Key concepts of
landscape and spatial planning; Evolution of land use systems in Sri Lanka;
International context of landscape planning; The process of spatial planning
within the legislative framework of public administration; Spatial planning
materials and spatial planning documentation; Landscape planning methods;
Spatial planning. Regional Landscape Convention and Zoning; Landscape
character assessment — principles and methods; Perception and aesthetics of
the landscape and its importance in spatial planning Environmental impact
assessments. Nature and landscape conservation.

AS 5207 Precision Agriculture

Introduction to precision agriculture; Principles of Global Navigation Satellite
Systems- GNSS, Principles of GIS; Sensor Technologies, Principles of remote
and proximal sensing; spectral properties of soil and vegetation: applications
of drone and satellite imaging in precision agriculture; Landsat and
Copernicus (Sentinel-2) programmes; Concepts and applications of soil
spatial variability and basic geo-statistics in precision agriculture, Soil
mapping; Precision nutrient management, Plant protection in precision
agriculture; Crop yield monitoring; Demonstration of sensor equipment;
Decision support system for precision farming: Procedures to introduce
precision agriculture in a farming system.
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AS 5208 Design and Evaluation of Agroecological Systems

Steps in internal designing of an Agroecosystem; Base analysis and sigmodal
forms; Principles and challenges in the evaluation of agroecosystems;
Evaluation objectives, criteria and Links between evaluation criteria and the
SDGs; Methodological approaches in structuring evaluation; Diagnostic
analysis of agrarian systems; Design and implementation of an appropriate
monitoring and evaluation system; Agro-environmental evaluation; Socio-
economic evaluation; Evaluation based on transversal criteria; Evaluation of
conditions for the development of Agroecology; Characterization of
agricultural production systems’ degree of agro-ecologisation.

AS 5209 Ecological Entrepreneurship

Sustainable wealth creation; Introduction to evolving consumer preferences;
Market dynamics - rising demand for quality, ethical, and ecological concerns,
and safety of primary products and services; Evolution of non-conventional
enterprises beyond profiting; Concept of ecological entrepreneurship; Process
of ecological entrepreneurship; Starting and sustaining profitable ecological
enterprises; Public policy for ecological enterprises.

AS 5202 Research Methods for Agroecology

The nature of agroecological research; research designs; planning a research
project and formulating research questions; quantitative research in
agroecology; quantitative data collection methods; quantitative data analysis;
qualitative research in agroecology; qualitative data collection methods;
qualitative data analysis; mixed method research in agroecology; ethics in
agroecology research.

AS 6101 Internship

Induction to the industrial environment; Massive Open Online Courses
(MOOC) on employability; Career mentoring; Employability; Self-reflection
using SEAL process (Situation, Effect, Action, Learning): Gap & SWOT
analysis.

AS 6201 Thesis — Research Project

As a compulsory requirement of the degree programme, students are required
to obtain 15 credits from the research project (AS 6201) during which they
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will be guided by a supervisor appointed by the University Senate on the
recommendation of the Board of Study. Range of research topics is available
within the research interest of teaching panel that student can select.

Governing By-Laws: The Essentials

Registration

On acceptance by the Board of the Study, Faculty Board and the Senate of the
University, a person shall be registered as a postgraduate student of the
University upon payment of prescribed fees.

Registration Validity

The period of registration shall be commenced from the date of registration.
Any registration shall be for one semester.

Renewal of Registration

The registration for the Master of Science in Agroecology Degree Programme
shall be deemed to have lapsed at the expiry of its period of validity. A
candidate whose registration has so lapsed may renew his/her registration for
a further period, provided that he/she is considered eligible for such re-
registration by the Faculty Board and the University Senate.

Cancellation of Registration

The University shall have the right to cancel the registration of a candidate at
any time, notwithstanding anything stated contrary to above.

Suspension of the Programme

In the opinion of the Board of Study/Faculty Board/Senate of the University,
if the number of candidates who have applied and/or who are registered for
the Degree Programme in any given year is not sufficient/financially viable,
the Board of Study/Faculty Board/Senate of the University reserves the right
not to commence the Degree Programme. University may refund any fees paid
by the candidates.
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Refund Policy

The total programme fee is not refundable in any case. If a candidate fails to
follow the programme after registration, the money paid may be refunded
retaining 10% of the programme fee and any related service charges, after
approvals from the Board of Study, Faculty Board and Finance Committee.

Absences from Classes and Examinations

iv.

No candidate shall be absent or withdraw from the examination or any
other assessment without the prior approval of the Board of Study.

i. Excuses for the absence will be granted only if the absence is due to

serious ill health, or death of a member of the immediate family or any
other cause acceptable to the Board of Study and approved by the
Senate. Even though an excuse is granted to a student, he/she can sit
the examination only on the current occasion or next immediate
occasion as a proper candidate.

If a student fails to attend academic activities or examinations due to a
medical reason, such absence should be reported to the Academic
Coordinator by a valid medical certificate within 14 days from
absence. All medical certificates should necessarily be obtained from
one of the following medical officers.

University Medical Officer (UMO)

District Medical Officer (DMO)

Consultant Specialist in the relevant field

Head of a Government Base Hospital

Medical Superintendent of a Provincial Ayurvedic
Government Hospital

Medical Officer registered in Sri Lanka Medical Council

g. Ayurvedic Physician registered in the Ayurvedic Medical
Council

® o0 oCw

Board of Study will accept medical certificates certified by the
University Medical Officer.
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v. Under exceptional circumstances, medical certificates issued by

Vi.

private hospitals or registered private practitioners could be considered
by the University Medical Officer.

Students who fall ill during an examination session should
immediately report to the Board of Study through the Supervisor of the
examination.

vii. If a candidate falls ill during the period of examination, she/he should

obtain a medical certificate and should be sent to the Programme
Director within 14 days.

viii. The above candidates are allowed to sit for the repeat examination as

proper candidates and they are expected to pay the examination fee in
such an attempt.

. The absence of a candidate from an examination in the event of a death

of an immediate family member will be excused if approval is obtained
from the Board of Study and the Senate by submission of the death
certificate and appropriate proof of relationship. In that event, the
student will receive a symbol of “DFR” (Deferred) for that course.

Course Module

The Master of Science in Agroecology degree Programme shall include course
units as prescribed in the student handbook.

Adding and Dropping Courses

Adding and dropping of the courses are allowed within two weeks of
the commencement of the academic semester.

Any request to add/drop courses beyond the add/drop deadline must
be submitted before the End-term examination of the relevant course
with an acceptable reason and permission must be obtained from the
relevant Course Coordinator, Academic Coordinator and Programme
Director.
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Minimum Number of Students for a Course Unit

The minimum number of students required for the commencement of a
particular course in a semester shall be four (04). Courses where the minimum
number is not satisfied, shall not be offered in the particular semester.
However, the final decision will be taken by the Board of Study.

Medium of Instruction and Examinations

The medium of instruction, examinations and thesis writing of the Degree
Programme in English.

Examination Regulations

Regulations related to examinations in the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka
are applicable for the Degree Programme. The decision of the Senate on any
examination matter shall be the final.

Evaluation Criteria
i. The evaluation shall be throughout and at the end of each semester.

ii. Course units shall be evaluated based on continuous assessments as
well (quizzes, reports, assignments, presentations, case studies, etc.),
and end-semester examinations.

iii. The contribution of each course unit from the end-semester
examination to the final grade shall be 40-60% while the rest is covered
by the continuous assessments.

iv. The end-semester examination shall consist of a question paper for
each course module with a maximum duration of three hours for which
all candidates should appear.

v. The two (02)-credit internship shall be evaluated based on an
internship e-portfolio and a final presentation.

vi. The research component shall be evaluated based on the thesis, the
thesis defence examination.

Vii. A student must obtain a minimum of “C” grade to pass a course unit
and the Internship
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viii. A student must obtain a Satisfactory “S” level to pass the

Comprehensive Examination and the Thesis at the Thesis Defense
examination.

Eligibility for End-Semester Examination

A candidate shall not be permitted to sit for end of course examination
unless

a. he/she has been duly registered as a postgraduate student from
the commencement of the academic year/semester in which
that examination is held.

b. he/she has submitted a duly filled examination application on
time.

c. he/she shall bind by all rules relating to the Examination
Procedure, Offenses, and Punishment of the University.

d. he/she has attended at least eighty per cent (80%) of the classes
held.

e. he/she has paid examination fees and all dues of the program

. The Academic coordinator has certified that he/she has completed the

course of studies leading to the Master of Science in Agroecology by
attending the required number of lecture hours, tutorial classes and
other forms of instructions in the subject matter of each course.

If a candidate fails to maintain 80% of attendance in any subject, he/she
has to repeat it at the repeat exam.

If any candidate does not fulfil requirements in terms of marks for
continuous assessment and final examination, he/she shall complete an
additional assessment to make up for the deficiency, with the
recommendation of the Board of Study.

All rules relating to the Examination Procedure, Offenses, and
Punishment of the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka apply to the Master
degree examination.
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Comprehensive Examination

i. The Board of Study shall appoint a five-member examination panel
whom three shall be internal examiners from within the panel of
teachers and two external examiners from outside appointed by the
Board of Study for the comprehensive oral examination on receipt of
the application by an eligible candidate.

ii. The Board of Study shall nominate a member of the examination
committee as the Chairperson.

iii. To be eligible to sit for the comprehensive examination, a candidate
should pay all remaining dues.

iv. Ifacandidate fails to sit for the comprehensive examination on the date
set by the Board of Study without providing any valid reason, it shall
be considered as the first attempt. In such cases, a rescheduling fee and
the comprehensive examination fee should be paid.

v. If acandidate fails to sit for the comprehensive examination within the
semester following the release of final GPA, all dues of the semester
registrations, as prescribed in the current year student handbook, up to
the date of application for the comprehensive examination should be
paid.

vi. For a student to be eligible to sit for a Comprehensive Examination
he/she shall be required to satisfactorily complete the course
component of the Degree Programme.

vii. A candidate shall have a maximum of three attempts to obtain a
satisfactory grade at the comprehensive examination.

viii. If a candidate has not obtained a satisfactory grade (S) at the third
attempt of the comprehensive examination, the Board of Study reserves
the right to recommend that the candidate be awarded a Postgraduate
Diploma in Agroecology.

Award of Degree
To be eligible to be awarded the Master of Science in Agroecology, the student

a. must have successfully completed the required credits.
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f.
g.

must have obtained a minimum Grade Point Average of 2.50. (with a
maximum of two D passes).

should have obtained a satisfactory grade (S) in the comprehensive
examination and the thesis defence examination.

completed the relevant requirements within a period as prescribed in
section 02 of the governing by-laws.

paid registration fees from the date of first registration to the date of
the final thesis submission to qualify for the award of the degree.
Submitted a full paper in a refereed journal.

should have paid in full all remaining dues.

Repeat Candidate

A student who does not satisfy the conditions for a pass (minimum D grade),
failed to submit a proper medical certificate in his/her absence to the
examination, or is not eligible for the examination shall be referred to as a
repeat candidate.

Repeat Examinations

No repeat examinations would be arranged for the repeat students
except for repeat comprehensive and thesis defense examinations.
Repeat candidates must sit for the examination of relevant course units
at the next available opportunity. Only two occasions shall be allowed
to re-sit for an examination.

. There will be additional fees charged from repeat candidates and

candidates who request repeat comprehensive examinations and
reexamination of thesis defense as determined by the University
Senate, depending on the expenses be incurred by the University to
serve their repeat attempts in the examination process.

The highest grade obtainable in repeat examinations of course units
will be limited to a “B” grade.

The grace attempt will be allowed subject to the approval of the Board
of Study and the University Senate after the lapse of all three attempts.

If the student fails to obtain a higher grade at the repeat examination
the originally obtained grade will be retained. The highest grade
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Vi.

obtained for the given course during the prescribed period is
considered for the calculation of the Grade Point Average.

Repeat candidates shall make all payments as prescribed by the
University Senate on the recommendation of the Board of Study and
Faculty Board.

Late Examination Application Fee

An additional fee of 50% of the prescribed fee shall be charged, if the
application is received within seven days of the due date for the receipt of
applications and an additional fee of 100% of the prescribed fee shall be
charged if the application is made after seven days, but within fourteen days
of the due date. No applications shall be entertained under any circumstances
after the lapse of fourteen days from the due date.

Postponement of the Academic Year

If a candidate registered for the course applies for a postponement of
the academic year, he/she may be allowed to follow the next immediate
offer after the recommendation of the Board of Study and the Faculty
Board and approved by the University Senate. Such a candidate should
complete the degree within stipulated time as prescribed in section No
02 of the governing By-laws. The application fee and the course fee
paid are transferable only if the candidate has not attended a single
lecture. Such candidates are required to pay the registration fee for the
new academic year. However, if the course fee of the next offer has
been increased, he/she has to pay the balance of the course fee to get
registered.

If a candidate applies for a postponement after attending lectures,
he/she is not allowed to postpone the academic year. However, the
final decision on such a candidate will be taken by the Board of Study.

The request for postponement should be made to the Programme
Director within a month after the registration.

. The selected candidates are not allowed to transfer their registration to

any other candidate.
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Notifi

cation of Results

The University shall display on the notice board/Learning
Management System/Management Information System, the results of
the candidates who have appeared for the examination of the Master’s
degree.

. The results of each semester will be reported to the candidates at the

end of each semester with the grade earned by the candidate for each
course as indicated in the grading scale. The results sheet will be issued
based on the request made by the candidate following the release of
results of each semester by the Examination Branch of the University
after confirmation of the University Senate.

Re-scrutinization of Examination Results

If a candidate wishes, she/he shall request to verify examination marks and

grades,

particularly for end semester examinations. Re-scrutinization of marks

and grades shall be limited only during the 2 weeks immediately following the
release of results of an examination. As the cost of the re-scrutinization process
must be borne by the candidate, a non-refundable fee, calculated based on the
actual cost of the re-scrutiny process shall be levied on the candidate.

Grading System

The following scheme shall be used to compute the Grade Point Average

(GPA)
Marks (%) Grade GPV
85 or above A+ 4.0
80-84 A 4.0
75-79 A- 3.7
70-74 B+ 3.3
65-69 B 3.0
60-64 B- 2.7
55-59 C+ 2.3
50-54 C 2.0
45-49 C- 1.7
40-44 D 1.3
<40 E 0.0
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Overall Grade Point Average (GPA) is calculated using the formula given
below. Grade Point Average (GPA) is the weighted arithmetic mean of the
grade point values. i.e. the GPA is determined by dividing the total Grade
Point Value (GPV) by the total number of credits.

2CiG;
2Ci

Where C; is the number of credits for the i course, and

GPA =

Gi is the grade point value obtained for the i*" course

Candidates who get a lower grade than D for a course should repeat that course
at the next immediate opportunity and he/she shall be given a maximum of B
grade even if the student may obtain more than 69 marks. If a student has
obtained a C™ or D grade for a course, he/she has the option either to repeat the
course or to keep the grade as it is, if he/she can maintain the overall minimum
GPA requirement of 2.5. However, a student shall keep a maximum of two D
grades during the Programme and shall retake all the other subjects for which
they obtain D or lower grades.

If a student fails to complete the requirements of a registered course due to
illness or some other valid reason supported by evidence acceptable to the
Board of Study, he/she shall obtain an “I”’ (Incomplete) grade for that course.
Such a student shall complete the requirements for that particular course on
the immediate occasion the course is next offered. In this instance, unlike the
case of a repeat examination, on successful completion of the course, he/she
will be given the actual grade obtained for that course.

Effective Date of the Degree

I The effective date of the Master of Science in Agroecology Degree
shall be the date on which the candidate passes the thesis defense
examination provided that the corrected hardbound thesis is
submitted to the examination branch within 30 days of the thesis
defense examination.
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If a candidate fails to submit the final bound copy of the thesis
within the stipulated time, the effective date shall be the date on
which he/she submits the final bound copy of the thesis.

If a candidate has to rewrite/resubmit the thesis, the examiners
reserve the right to decide, at the thesis defense examination, if the
candidate has to face another thesis defense examination after
resubmitting the thesis. A student shall pay registration fees from
the date of first registration up to the date the final bound thesis is
submitted to qualify for the award of the degree.

Result Sheets / Transcripts

The fees payable for a certificate or statement of results or transcript shall be
determined by the Board of Study.

Early Exit Option

If a Master of Science in Agroecology candidate requires an early exit having

a.

completion of a minimum of 30 credits of coursework with a
minimum 2.5 FGPA in the program with satisfactory performance
in the comprehensive examination without the research component
and the internship can obtain Master of Agroecology (SLQLDY). In
such cases, the effective date will be the date that the candidate
completes the comprehensive examination.

completion of a minimum of 25 credits of coursework with a
minimum 2.5 FGPA in the program without the comprehensive
examination, research component and internship can obtain
Postgraduate Diploma in Agroecology (SLQLS8). In such cases, the
effective date will be the date that results are released for the course
which completes 25 credits.

completion of a minimum of 20 credits of coursework with a
minimum 2.5 FGPA in the program without the comprehensive
examination and research component and internship can obtain
Postgraduate Certificate in Agroecology (SLQL7). In such cases,
the effective date will be the date that the candidate sit for the final
examination for the course which completes 20 credits.
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Fall Back Option

A Master of Science in Agroecology candidate whose thesis is
evaluated as unsatisfactory as Section No 50 can subsequently request
a Master of Agroecology equivalent to SLQL 9. The effective date of
the Master of Agroecology shall be the date of his/her completion of
the comprehensive examination.

A Master of Science in Agroecology candidate who failed at three
attempts of the Comprehensive Examination can subsequently request
a Postgraduate Diploma. The effective date of the Postgraduate
Diploma shall be the date of the third comprehensive examination.

A Master of Science in Agroecology candidate who failed to complete
the degree programme but completed 20 credits with a minimum of
2.5 FGPA is eligible to request a Postgraduate Certificate. The
effective date of the Postgraduate Certificate shall be the date of the
request made by the candidate with the completion of the required
credits of the coursework.
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Objectives of the Degree Programme

e To provide research and training opportunities towards achieving
sustainable agricultural development in the country

e To empower the human resource with required knowledge and skills
to resolve, problems related to the advancement of agriculture

e To explore and sustain the agricultural sector through the
accomplishment of specific services and use of novel technologies

Programme Outcomes

A MPhil degree holder will be able to

1. demonstrate a critical understanding of up-to-date knowledge and
research methodologies by evaluating past and current research
knowledge of the area of expertise.

2. use practical skills in planning and conducting research effectively and
design the research projects independently in order to solve the
research problem/s.

3. disseminate scholar findings at a diverse range of levels through
different media to the society and contribute knowledge and findings
in response to issues in their specialist area.

4. take the leadership and work collaboratively with peers in solving
problems in professional, technical and academic settings.

5. produce new ideas, inventions and knowledge through creative
thinking by producing and testing new hypotheses under minimum
supervision.

6. demonstrate independence in academic, professional and technical
settings and make decisions in complex and varying contexts.

7. gain and use the ICT knowledge and information literacy for acquiring
information planning &designing the research, analyzing and
interpreting data and presenting research findings.

8. communicate and work with team members effectively while
enhancing social networks.

9. adapt to the changing environments and learn through the new changes
as appropriate.
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10. acquire appropriate professional values, ethics, and attitudes and
execute personal responsibility and accountability in tasks performed.

11. plan with clearly identified long-term goals for personal and
professional development while working for development in society.

12. evaluate one’s own learning and research concerning issues in the field
and compare with the secondary information sources while engaging
in independent learning for continuous professional development.

Minimum Requirements for the Registration

The minimum requirements for the registration of the Master of Philosophy
degree should be,

e A Bachelor’s of honours Degree in Agriculture or any related degree
from a recognized University, which is equivalent to SLQF level 6.
or
o A Bachelor’s of honours Degree in Science or any related degree
with honours from a recognized University, which is equivalent to
SLQF level 6.
or
s A Bachelor’s of honours Degree in Biosystems Technology or any
related degree with honours from a recognized University which is
equivalent to SLQF level 6.
or

e Master of Agriculture degree or Master of Science degree in
agriculture or any related discipline from a recognized University
equivalent to SLQF level 9 or 10.

or

e Any other equivalent qualifications acceptable to the Senate, Rajarata
University of Sri Lanka upon qualifying examination/ interview and
recommendation of the Board of Study, Faculty Board of Faculty of
Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka.

Application Procedure

How to obtain an application?
e Online via University/Faculty Website (Recommended)
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e Download the Application from University/ Faculty Website
e Obtain the Application by posting a self-addressed envelope
e Obtain the Application by visiting the Faculty

Those who wish to apply online or download the application can visit website
of the University https://pg.foa.rjt.ac.lk/ . Those who wish to obtain the
application form and instructions by post, should send a 9”x6” size self-
addressed stamped envelope worth of Rs. 200/= addressed to the “Assistant
Registrar, Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka,
Puliyankulama, Anuradhapura”. Application forms and instructions/details
of the degree programme can also be obtained by visiting Faculty of
Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka.

What should be included in the application packet?

Following documents should accompany with your application.

i Certified copies of the educational qualifications

ii.  Academic transcripts

iii.  Certified copy of the birth certificate

iv.  Copy of NIC / passport and two passport size photographs

v.  Two letters of recommendation of which one should be from an
academic referee

vi.  Copies of any other documents to support the admission
requirements

vii.  Letter of consent from the interim supervisor along with his/her CV.

viii. Concept note of the proposed research, including the field of
research, the tentative title, purpose/objectives of research, research
methodology along with the name and institutional affiliations of
the interim supervisor selected to supervise the research work.

iX.  Proof of evidence of funds/financial support to conduct the research
work.

X.  Application processing fee

xi.  Declaration of release of the prospective candidate from work by
the employer, if applicable
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How to apply and register?

Application for registration of the MPhil Degree is open throughout the
year.

Prospective candidates should approach and discuss with a potential
interim supervisor who should be a member of academic staff attached
the Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. All the
potential interim supervisors should have acquired at least a Master of
Philosophy degree and possess sufficient expertise to supervise studies
in the relevant subject area. External supervisors are allowed as directed
by the interim supervisor, but their details need not to be submitted along
with the application. The Board of Study of Postgraduate Programme
reserves the right to change or recommend supervisors to the University
Senate for its approval.

In consultation with the interim supervisor, the prospective candidates
should submit a duly completed application in the prescribed format
together with a copy of the receipt of a payment of the application
processing fee. The candidate shall forward following documents along
with the application to justify his/her qualifications for undertaking the
degree.

Applications and scanned supporting documents can be submitted
online (recommended) through the faculty website. Hard copies of all
application materials should be sent to “Assistant Registrar, Faculty of
Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Puliyankulama,
Anuradhapura” along with a Bank Deposit slip to the value of Rs.
2000.00 written in favour of Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata
University of Sri Lanka, Account No. 008-1-001-6-0114574 held at
the Peoples’ Bank, Anuradhapura indicating the applicant’s name and
the address.

Upon the receipt of the application and the concept note, the Board of
Study shall make a decision on the overall acceptability of proposed
research. If successful, the candidate will be requested to register as a
candidate for the Master of Philosophy degree by paying 50% of the
programme fee and other fees prescribed.
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After registration, students should present the research proposal to the
Board of Study to evaluate its acceptability within two months from the
date of registration. After acceptance of the research proposal the
candidate should pay the balance payment of the programme fee.

Candidate should submit the progress of the research in every six months
together with weekly research diary to the Board of Study through
his/her research supervisors within one month from the completion of
the six-month period. If a candidate fails to submit the progress report
within the stipulated time, a warning letter shall be issued by the Board
of study. If the progress report is not received within one month from
the date of issuing the warning letter the candidate will be suspended
from the registration. In such case appeal may be submitted to
reinstatement of the registration through the supervisor/s within six
months from the suspension.

Fee structure

Rs.
MPhil programme fee 180,000.00
Application processing fee 2,000.00
Registration fee for four semesters 8,000.00
Library deposit (Refundable) 5,000.00
Library fee (Non-refundable for two years) 3,000.00
Internet/ Computer fee four semesters 6,000.00
Lab deposit (Optional) 10,000.00
Proposal presentation fee per attempt 5,000.00
Progress review fee Rs 6,000 per sitting (3 Nos.) 18,000.00
Examination fee per credit (Optional) 950.00
Repeat/medical examination fee per credit (Optional)) 1500.00
Tuition fee per credit (Optional) 3,500.00
Thesis defense examination fee per attempt 18,000.00
Programme upgrading fee (Optional) 10,000.00
Annual Symposium fee Rs 2500 per year 5,000.00
Statement of results (Optional) 1,000.00

The Master of Philosophy degree is designed to be a self-financed programme
and the following fee structure is designed to cover the expenditure of the
program. Programme fees shall be decided by the Board of Study from time
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to time as necessary. Maximum two instalments could be allowed to pay the
full amount of the MPhil programme fee upon the approval of the Board of
Study.

Programme Structure

The minimum permitted duration to complete the “Master of Philosophy in
Agriculture”- by Research MPhil (Agriculture) shall be two academic years.
The maximum duration to complete the degree shall be seven (07) academic
years. Every MPhil candidate should undertake a research project, submit a
thesis to qualify for the award of the degree. On successful completion of the
research component and thesis defense examination, he/she will be awarded
the degree of Master of Philosophy.

Requirements to Complete the Study Programme

Conditional on these by-laws, a candidate may be awarded the “MASTER OF
PHILOSOPHY” if he/she has;

e Fulfilled all the admission requirements for the degree program as set
out in Section No. 03 of the By-laws of Master of Philosophy,

e Registered in the degree programme for the period prescribed in the
governing by-laws,

e Pursued the program of study in the University to the satisfaction of
the University Senate prescribed by these by-laws and other rules and
regulations of the University,

e Published at least one publication in SCI indexed journal or two
manuscripts submitted to refereed journals, of which one of them at
least being accepted for publication from his/her MPhil research
project.

e Paid in full, the library deposits and other fees including registration,
examination and other dues to the university.
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Governing By-Laws: The Essentials

Registration

On acceptance by the Board of Study, Faculty Board and the Senate of the
University, a person shall be registered as a postgraduate student of the
University upon payment of prescribed fees

Registration Validity
The period of registration shall be commenced from the date of registration.
Any registration shall be for a period of one semester.

Renewal of Registration

The registration for the Master of Philosophy shall be deemed to have lapsed
at the expiry of its period of validity. A candidate whose registration has so
lapsed may renew his/her registration for a further period, provided that he/she
is considered eligible for such re-registration by the Faculty Board and the
University Senate.

Changes in Registration

A candidate who wishes to make changes to any initially accepted terms and
conditions of his/her registration, should submit such requests to the Board of
Study with the recommendation of supervisor/s. All such changes in
registration should receive the recommendation of the Board of Study, Faculty
Board, and approval of the Senate.

Cancellation of Registration

The University shall have the right to cancel the registration of a candidate at
any time, notwithstanding anything stated contrary to above.

Refund Policy

The total programme fee is not refundable in any case. If a candidate fails to
follow the degree programme after registration, the money paid may be
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refunded retaining 25% of the programme fee after approvals from Board of
Study and the Faculty Board.

Required Courses

If the Board of study recommends the candidate to fulfil the required course/s
related to the research component, the candidate should follow such courses
and obtain minimum of “C” grade. The rules and regulations for Master of
Degree Programme shall be applied if the relevant courses are followed.

Research Supervisors

Candidate has the liberty to select the Senior Supervisor of the research from
the Board of Study concerned. Senior Supervisor and other Supervisor/s shall
be appointed by the Board of Study after obtaining approvals from the Faculty
Board and the University Senate.

The Principal Supervisor, or in a case where the research study is supervised
by more than one supervisor that one of whom, should be from Rajarata
University of Sri Lanka. Until the main supervisor and co-supervisors are
appointed by the Senate upon the recommendation of the Board of Study, the
Programme Director shall appoint interim supervisor/s to support prospective
MPhil candidates to develop their concept notes.

Unavailability of Supervisor/s

In the case of the appointed Supervisor/s is/are unavailable due to any
circumstances, the Board of study shall appoint new supervisor/s after
obtaining approvals from the Faculty Board and the University Senate.

Evaluation of Research Proposal

After registration, students should present the research proposal to the Board
of Study to evaluate its acceptability within two months from the date of
registration.
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Changing Research Title

In the case of changing the research project title, the candidate shall obtain the
recommendation from the Board of Study, Faculty Board and approval from
the University Senate.

Ethical Clearance

The ethical clearance shall be obtained from a relevant ethical clearance body,
before commencement of the research, if required. The candidate must include
such a clearance in his/her thesis.

Research Progress

The candidate should submit a progress report of the research work with the
recommendation of the supervisor/s at the end of every six months. The
progress report shall be submitted to the Academic Coordinator to be
forwarded to the Board of Study. The candidate shall also be required to make
progress presentations of the research after 6, 12 and 18 months from the date
of the registration or whenever the Board of Study is requested to do so. If a
candidate fails to submit the progress report within the stipulated time, a
warning letter shall be issued after two reminders by the Board of Study. Such
candidate shall be suspended from the registration by the University Senate.
In such case, an appeal may be submitted to reinstatement of the registration
through the supervisor/s within six months from the suspension..

Medium of Instruction

The medium of instruction and all examinations shall be English.

Examination Regulations

Regulations relating to examinations in the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka
are applicable for the Degree. In any examination matter, the decision of the
Senate shall be the final.
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Extension of the Degree Programme

If the candidate could not finish MPhil degree on the said period, he/she should
request for a period of extension to the Board of Study and register for the
extended period. The maximum period of extension shall be seven years from
the date of first registration. However, in special circumstances the Board of
Study will consider extension beyond seven years.

Thesis Guideline

The thesis shall consist of the candidate's own account of his/her research. It
must provide a distinct contribution to knowledge and afford evidence of
originality. Only research conducted after registration will be considered for
the M.Phil. The thesis should be submitted in the format in accordance with
the Regulations made available in the Thesis Guidelines available on the
website.

Thesis Submission for Evaluation

Three softbound copies of the thesis should be submitted to the examination
branch with the signatures of all supervisors along with the application for
defense.

Maintaining Intellectual Integrity and Avoid Plagiarism

Maintenance of intellectual integrity and avoidance of plagiarism shall be the
sole responsibility of the candidate when the thesis is prepared for submission.
Every candidate working on the research shall appraise herself/himself and be
fully aware of the necessity to ensure and uphold intellectual integrity and
desist from any act of plagiarism. Candidates should aware that the Academic
Coordinator shall check the submitted thesis for plagiarism and the similarity
should not exceed 20% excluding technical terms, affiliations, and other
obvious expression alike.

Maintenance of intellectual integrity and avoidance of plagiarism shall be the

sole responsibility of the candidate when the thesis is prepared for submission.
Every candidate working on the research shall appraise herself/himself and be
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fully aware of the necessity to ensure and uphold intellectual integrity and
desist from any act of plagiarism. Candidates should aware that the Academic
Coordinator shall check the submitted thesis for plagiarism and the similarity
should not exceed 20% excluding technical terms, affiliations, and other
obvious expression alike.

Thesis Evaluation

The Board of Study shall recommend two external examiners, for the approval
of the University Senate. SAR or AR/Examination Branch of the Faculty of
Agriculture shall send the thesis to the examiners and arrange the thesis
defense examination within a period of three months.

Examination Panel

Upon completion of the research, the Board of Study shall nominate the
following panel for the thesis defense examination of MPhil upon receipt of
the application by the candidate. Senior Assistant Registrar / Assistant
Registrar of the Faculty of Agriculture shall be the Convener.

i.  Dean/ Chairperson of the BoS
ii.  Programme Director
iii.  Academic Coordinator
iv.  Two examiners for thesis evaluation
v.  Examiner, thesis defence examination
vi.  Research Supervisor/s (Observer/s)
vii. ~ One member from the Board of Study (Observer)

Award of Degree

A candidate should obtain a satisfactory grade (S) for the thesis defense
examination to qualify for awarding the degree. If a candidate receives
unsatisfactory grade, he/she shall receive a maximum of three attempts,
including the first, to defend the thesis.

In addition to the successful completion of the thesis defense, candidate should
have at least one publication in SCI indexed journal or two manuscripts
submitted to refereed journals, of which one of them at least being accepted
for publication from his/her MPhil research project.
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Final Thesis Submission

If there are minor corrections recommended by the examiners, the student
should submit the corrected hard bound thesis within a period of 30 days with
the approval of Senior Supervisor.

Re-submission of Thesis

If there are major corrections recommended by the examiners, the thesis
should be resubmitted. The student should resubmit the thesis only after a
period of six months and should register for another academic semester.

Effective Date of the Degree

The effective date of the MPhil degree shall be the date on which the candidate
passes the thesis defense examination provided that the corrected hard bound
thesis is submitted to the examination branch within 30 days of the thesis
defense examination. If a candidate fails to submit the final bound copy of the
thesis within the stipulated time, the effective date shall be the date on which
he/she submits the final bound copy of the thesis. If a candidate has to
rewrite/resubmit the thesis, the examiners reserve the right to decide, at the
thesis defense examination, if the candidate has to face another thesis defense
examination after resubmitting the thesis. A student shall pay registration fees
from the date of first registration up to the date the final bound thesis is
submitted in order to qualify for the award of the degree.

Results Sheets / Transcripts
e The fees payable for a certificate or statement of results or a transcript
shall be determined by the Board of Study.

e Transcript of examination results shall only be submitted to another
academic institution.

123



-

1)

hiloso

i

r]r‘)’// ‘

I iyl

M i



Postgraduate Programmes, FOA, RUSL Student Handbook - 2025

Objectives of the Degree Programme

To provide research and training opportunities towards achieving
sustainable agricultural development in the country

To empower the human resource with required knowledge and skills to
resolve problems related to the advancement of agriculture

To explore and sustain the agricultural sector through the accomplishment
of specific services and use of novel technologies.

Programme Outcomes

Upon completion of the doctorate, the candidate will be able to:

1.

acquire a thorough academic knowledge of the areas of specialization and
contribute to the development of new knowledge through the original
research which makes a significant contribution to the area of expertise.

expose comprehensive understanding of methods and techniques
applicable to the research and effectively apply specialized analytical
skills in the planning and implementation of high-level research goals.

disseminate complex and advanced theories and research outcomes
through publication and/or presentation at an internationally acceptable
level and communicate the findings of the research through oral and
written formats to a wider audience including specialists and non-
specialists in the field.

exercise leadership and interact productively with people in resolving
problems and issues through communication in professional, technical and
academic settings and work collaboratively with all stakeholders to create,
develop and exchange research knowledge.

design and conduct research to generate new ideas, inventions and
knowledge while analyzing complex issues and problems to evolve
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10.

11.

12.

efficient and effective approaches for solving them through divergent and
creative thinking.

exercise a high level of independence and manage unpredictable situations
in a professional and managerial environment.

acquire and apply ICT skills and information literacy with a higher
capability for organizing, processing analyzing and communicating of
results of the research work.

apply networking and team-building capabilities for professional
relationships with peers and working effectively with individuals, groups
and teams to establish research collaborations.

develop an ability to learn, grow and respond positively for complex and
unpredictable situations and apply appropriate strategies for adapting to
changing circumstances and environments.

exercise appropriate professional values, ethics, and attitudes.

recognize and set clearly defined long term goals for the self-development
and the improvement of society and develop an action plan to make it a
reality.

engage in self-learning by scholarly reviews and secondary sources of
information and involve in collective learning for further development.

Minimum Requirements for the Registration

The minimum requirements for the registration of the Doctor of Philosophy in
Agriculture degree should be,

A Master of Philosophy Degree in Agriculture, Science, Biosystems
Technology or any other related disciplines from a recognized University
which is equivalent to SLQF level 11.

or
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iv.

A Master Degree in Agriculture, Science, Biosystems Technology or any
other related disciplines from a recognized University, which is equivalent
to SLQF level 9 or 10.

or

A Bachelor’s of Honours Degree of Level 6 in Agriculture, Science,
Biosystems Technology or any other related disciplines with a minimum
GPA of 3.3 at a scale of 0-4 with or without a qualifying examination as
determined by the Senate.

or

A holder of Bachelor’s of Honours Degree of Level 6 who has followed a
MPhil degree in Agriculture, Science, Biosystems Technology or any
other related disciplines for a minimum period of one year may be
upgraded to PhD level provided that his/her research competencies are
exceptional merit as recommended by the Board of Study and approved
by the Senate.

or

v. A holder of bachelor’s degree of level 5 in Agriculture, Science, Biosystems

Technology or any other related disciplines with a minimum GPA of 3.0
in the scale of 0-4 and successful completion of a qualifying examination
which will be conducted after completion of 30 credits equivalent to SLQF
6 in the same or related field and registered to follow an MPhil degree may
be upgraded to PhD level after a minimum period of one year provided
that his/her research competencies are in exceptional merit.

Qualifying Examination

i

A holder of bachelor’s degree of level 6 with a GPA of 3.7 or above may
not require to sit for a qualifying examination prior to registration for the
PhD degree.

A holder of bachelor’s degree of level 6 having GPA within 3.3 to 3.69 is
required to sit for a qualifying examination prior to registration for the PhD
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degree. He/she should be pass at a qualifying written examination and/or
a viva-voce examination as prescribed by the relevant Board of Studies.

Application Procedure

How to obtain an application?

*  Online via University/Faculty Website (Recommended)
» Download the Application from University/ Faculty Website
« Obtain the Application by posting a self-addressed envelope

« Obtain the Application by visiting the Faculty

Those who wish to apply online or download the application can visit website
of the University https://pg.foa.rjt.ac.lk/ . Those who wish to obtain the
application form and instructions by post, should send a 9”x6” size self-
addressed stamped envelope worth of Rs. 200/= addressed to the “Assistant
Registrar, Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka,
Puliyankulama, Anuradhapura”. Application forms and instructions/details
of the degree programme can also be obtained by visiting Faculty of
Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka.

What should be included in the application packet?

Following documents should accompany with your application.

I. Certified copies of the degree certificates
ii. Certified copies of other relevant professional qualifications
iii. Academic transcripts (Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees of the candidate
should be sent directly to the Programme Director by the respective
Universities where the applicant has obtained the degrees)
iv. Certified copy of the birth certificate
v. Copy of NIC / passport
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Vi.
Vii.

viii.

Xi.

Xii.
Xiii.

Two passport size photographs

Two letters of recommendation of which one should be from an
academic referee

Copies of any other documents to support the admission requirements
Letter of consent from the interim supervisor along with his/her CV.
Concept note of the proposed research, including the field of research,
the tentative title, purpose/objectives of the research, research
methodology along with the name and institutional affiliations of the
interim supervisor selected to supervise the research work.

Proof of evidence of funds/financial support to conduct the research
work.

Application processing fee

Declaration of release of the prospective candidate from work by the
employer, if applicable

How to apply and register?

Application for registration of the PhD Degree is open throughout the year.

Prospective candidates should approach and discuss with a potential
interim supervisor who should be a member of academic staff attached the
Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. All the potential
interim supervisors should have acquired at least a PhD degree and possess
sufficient expertise to supervise studies in the relevant subject area.
External supervisors are allowed as directed by the interim supervisor, but
their details need not to be submitted along with the application. The Board
of Study of Postgraduate Programme reserves the right to change or
recommend supervisors to the University Senate for its approval.

In consultation with the interim supervisor, the prospective candidates
should submit a duly completed application in the prescribed format
together with a copy of the receipt of a payment of the application
processing fee. The candidate shall forward following documents along
with the application to justify his/her qualifications for undertaking the
degree.

Applications and scanned supporting documents can be submitted online
(recommended) through the faculty website. Hard copies of all application
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materials should be sent to “Assistant Registrar, Faculty of Agriculture,
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Puliyankulama, Anuradhapura”
along with a Bank Deposit slip to the value of Rs. 2000.00 written in
favour of Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka,
Account No. 008-1-001-6-0114574 held at the Peoples’ Bank,
Anuradhapura indicating the applicant’s name and the address.

« Upon the receipt of the application and the concept note, the Board of
Study shall make a decision on the overall acceptability of proposed
research. If successful, the candidate will be requested to register as a
candidate for the Doctor of Philosophy degree by paying 50% of the
programme fee and other fees prescribed.

« After registration, students should present the research proposal to the
Board of Study to evaluate its acceptability within two months from the
date of registration. After acceptance of the research proposal the
candidate should pay the balance payment of the programme fee.

« Candidate should submit the progress of the research in every six months
together with weekly research diary to the Board of Study through his/her
research supervisors within one month from the completion of the six-
month period. If a candidate fails to submit the progress report within the
stipulated time, a warning letter shall be issued by the Board of study. If
the progress report is not received within one month from the date of
issuing the warning letter the candidate will be suspended from the
registration. In such case appeal may be submitted to reinstatement of the
registration through the supervisor/s within six months from the
suspension.
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Fee Structure

Fee (Rs)
PhD programme fee* 300,000.00
Application fee 2,000.00
Registration fee per year 4,000.00
Library deposit (Refundable) 5,000.00
Library fee (Non-refundable) 1,500.00
Internet/ Computer fee per year 3,000.00
Lab deposit (Optional and refundable**) 15,000.00
Proposal presentation fee per attempt 3,000.00
Progress review fee (5 Nos.) 20,000.00
Examination fee per credit (Optional) 800.00
Tuition fee per credit (Optional) 3,500.00
Thesis defense examination fee per attempt 24,000.00
Statement of results (Optional) 1,000.00
Letter certifying studentship/ status 100.00
New and replacement of university identity card 275.00

*Maximum three instalments could be allowed to pay from the full amount of
the PhD programme fee upon the approval of the Board of Study.

** This fee is refundable if there are no liabilities to the laboratories/library
incurred during the course of study
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Programme Structure

The “Doctor of Philosophy in Agriculture” (PhD in Agriculture) is
structured to conduct over a minimum period of three years for a full-time
candidate and four years for a part-time candidate.

i. The permitted minimum duration to complete the Research (PhD in

Agriculture) degree would be six years for a full-time candidate and eight
years for a part-time candidate.

Every PhD candidate should undertake a high quality, original, and
independent research project, submit a thesis to qualify for the award of
the degree.

On successful completion of the research component and thesis defense
examination, he/she will be awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy.

Requirements to Complete the Study Programme

Conditional on these by-laws, a candidate may be awarded the “DOCTOR OF
PHILOSOPHY in AGRICULTURE” [PhD (Agriculture)] if he/she has;

Fulfilled all the admission requirements for the degree programme as set
out in Section No. 03 of the By-laws of Doctor of Philosophy,

. Registered in the degree programme for the period prescribed in the

governing by-laws,

Pursued the programme of study in the University to the satisfaction of the
University Senate prescribed by these by-laws and other rules and
regulations of the University,

Paid in full, the library deposits including registration, programme and
other dues to the university.
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Governing By-Laws: The Essentials

Registration

On acceptance by the Board of Study, Faculty Board and the Senate of the
University, a person shall be registered as a postgraduate candidate of the
University upon payment of prescribed fees.

Registration Validity

The period of registration shall be commenced from the date of registration.
Any registration shall be for a period of one year.

Renewal of Registration

The registration for the Doctor of Philosophy in Agriculture shall be deemed
to have lapsed at the expiry of its period of validity. A candidate whose
registration has so lapsed may renew his/her registration for a further period,
provided that he/she is considered eligible for such re-registration by the
Board of Study, Faculty Board and the University Senate.

Changes in Registration

A candidate who wishes to make changes to any initially accepted terms and
conditions of his/her registration, should submit such requests to the Board of
Study with the recommendation of supervisor/s. All such changes in
registration should receive the recommendation of the Board of Study, Faculty
Board, and approval of the Senate.

Cancellation of Registration

The University shall have the rights to cancel the registration of a candidate at
any time, notwithstanding anything stated contrary to above.
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Refund Policy

The total programme fee is not refundable in any case. If a candidate fails to
follow the degree programme after registration, the money paid may be
refunded retaining 25% of the programme fee upon request from the candidate
after approvals from the Board of Study and the Faculty Board.

Required Courses

If the Board of Study recommends the candidate to fulfil the required course/s
related to the research component, the candidate should follow such courses
and obtain a minimum of “C” grade.

Medium of Examinations

Conducting of all examinations and thesis writing shall be in English.

Research Supervisors

For a doctoral degree, a candidate is required to carry out high level research
under the guidance of a supervisor holding a qualification of this SLQF Level
or equivalent (unless in exceptional circumstances that will have to be justified
in writing before being appointed as a supervisor) and make a significant and
original academic contribution creating new knowledge.

Candidate shall have the liberty to select the Principal Supervisor of the
research. Principal Supervisor and other Supervisor/s shall be appointed by
the University Senate upon the recommendations by the Board of Study and
the Faculty Board. Until receiving the Senate approval for the Supervisor/s, an
Interim Supervisor will be appointed by the Board of Study.

The Principal Supervisor, or in a case where the research study is supervised
by more than one supervisor that one of whom, should be from the Faculty of
Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka.
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During the period of registration, the candidate shall carry out the research
under the guidance of the principal supervisor/s appointed by the RUSL unless
otherwise a change is made due to an unforeseen reason.

The candidate shall meet the supervisor/s regularly as arranged with the
consent of the supervisor/s, to report the progress made on the research. When
he/she meets the supervisor/s, the candidate shall obtain a brief comment on
the progress made up to that point and the signature of the supervisor/s on the
official form provided.

At the end of every three months, the supervisor/s shall submit a confidential
progress report on the candidate's research work. The report shall be submitted
to the Academic Coordinator to be forwarded to the Board of Study.

The candidate shall also be required to make oral presentations on the progress
of his/her research biannually or whenever the Faculty requires to do so,
through a seminar presentation. In normal circumstances, the seminars shall
be organized biannually by the Faculty.

Unavailability of Supervisor/s

In the case of the appointed Supervisor/s is/are unavailable due to any
circumstances for a period of six months, the Board of Study shall appoint new
supervisor/s after obtaining approvals from the Faculty Board and the
University Senate.

Submission of the Research Proposal

After registration, students should submit the research proposal with the
guidance of an Interim Supervisor to the Board of Study to evaluate its
acceptability within three months from the date of registration.
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Evaluation of Research Proposal

Evaluation of the research proposal shall be performed by two external
reviewers appointed by the Senate with the recommendation of Board of Study
and Faculty Board.

Research Ethics clearance

If required, ethical clearance should be obtained from a relevant ethical
clearance body, before commencement of the research. The candidate must
include such declaration in his/her thesis.

Effective Date of the Research Commencement

Research duration shall be counted from the original date of registration or the
date of acceptance of the research proposal by the Board of Study.

If the research proposal is accepted within three months’ time from the original
date of registration, the commencement of the duration of the research project
is reckoned as the original date of registration.

If the research proposal is accepted after three months duration of the initial
registration, the date on which the proposal is accepted will be reckoned as the
effective date of the commencement of research.

The research proposal recommended by the Board of Study and the Faculty
Board, shall be approved by the Senate within six months from the date of
acceptance of the research proposal.

In the case of upgrading from the MPhil to the PhD, the duration spent for the
MPhil research will be considered when deciding the effective date.
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Changing Research Title

In the case of changing the research project title, the candidate shall obtain the
recommendation from the Board of Study, Faculty Board and approval from
the University Senate.

Research Progress

Candidate should submit the progress of the research in every six months
together with a weekly research diary through his/her research supervisor/s to
the Academic Coordinator to be submitted to the Board of Study within one
month from the completion of the six-month period.

If a candidate fails to submit the progress report within the stipulated time, a
warning letter shall be issued after two reminders by the Board of Study. Such
candidate will be suspended from the registration with the consent of the
Senate. In such case, an appeal may be submitted to reinstatement of the
registration through the supervisor/s within six months from the suspension.

Extension of the Degree Programme

If a candidate could not finish PhD degree on the stipulated period (i.e. within
three and four years for full-time and part-time, respectively), he/she should
request a period of extension to the Board of Study and register for the
extended period. However, the maximum period of degree programme shall
be up to six and eight years for the full-time and part-time candidate,
respectively from the date of first registration.

Thesis Guideline

The thesis shall consist of the candidate's own account of his/her research. It
must provide a distinct contribution to knowledge and afford evidence of
originality. Only research conducted after registration will be considered for
the PhD. The thesis should be submitted in the format in accordance with the
regulations made under this by-law.
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Thesis Submission for Evaluation

i. Four softbound copies of the thesis should be submitted to the
examination branch with the signatures of all supervisors along with the
application for defense.

ii. Candidate shall submit a summary report (2000-3000 words) of the
research along with the final thesis.

iii. The thesis can only be submitted at the end of the minimum stipulated
duration for PhD i.e. three years for a full-time candidate and four years
for a part-time candidate after successful completion of research. By this
time, he/she should have completed all the identified courses prescribed
by the Board of Study with satisfactory grades prior to the submission of
the thesis.

iv. The thesis shall demonstrate the candidate's ability to make a significant
and critical contribution to the chosen field of study and the work should
also represent a creative and seminal contribution to new knowledge on
the study of subject.

v. At least three months prior to submission of the thesis to the Board of
Study, the candidate shall, with the approval of the supervisor/s, inform
the Academic coordinator of his/her intention to submit the thesis,
enabling the Board of Study to proceed with making necessary
arrangements to appoint examiners.

Maintaining Intellectual Integrity and Avoid Plagiarism

Maintenance of intellectual integrity and avoidance of plagiarism shall be the
sole responsibility of the candidate when the thesis is prepared for submission.
Every candidate working on the research shall appraise herself/himself and be
fully aware of the necessity to ensure and uphold intellectual integrity and
desist from any act of plagiarism. Plagiarism detector report should be
submitted along with the thesis and the similarity should not be exceeded 20%.

In case of violation of this condition, the Board of Study and Faculty Board
shall recommend to the Senate to take action against such candidate according

138



Postgraduate Programmes, FOA, RUSL Student Handbook - 2025

to the University rules relating to examination offences and punishments,
which could include the cancellation of registration of the candidate and
debarment of the candidate from further registration with the University.

Examination Panel

Upon completion of the research, the Board of Study shall nominate the
following panel for the thesis evaluation and defense examinations of PhD
upon receipt of the application by the candidate. Senior Assistant Registrar /
Assistant Registrar of the Faculty of Agriculture shall be the Convener.

a. Dean (Chairman)

b. Programme Director

c. Academic Coordinator

d. Three Examiners

e. Research Supervisor/s (Observer/s)

The Board of Study shall recommend three examiners (at least two of which
from outside the University), for the approval of the University Senate. Three
examiners have the sole responsibility on evaluation of the thesis and defense
examinations. SAR or AR/Examination Branch of the Faculty of Agriculture
shall send the thesis to the examiners and arrange the thesis defense
examination within a period of three months.

Thesis Evaluation

i. The examiners appointed by the Senate for the evaluation of the thesis
shall submit written reports on the thesis to the Academic coordinator.

ii. The Senate on the recommendation of the Board of Study and Faculty
Board shall appoint another examiner/s in the event that the examiner/s
does/do not comply with the requisite time period for evaluation.
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iii. The examiner/s has/have options to recommend the thesis as it is or
recommend with suggested minor corrections or recommend with
suggested major corrections or not recommend the thesis in his/her report.
The report shall be submitted within a period of preferably three months.
In the case of the thesis is not recommended, the examiner/s should
provide the reasons and justification.

iv. If the two or more examiners accept/recommend the thesis, candidate shall
be eligible for the thesis defense examination. If two examiners do not
recommend the thesis, candidate has to re-submit the thesis addressing the
recommendations given by the examiners. In such case, candidate should
bear the cost of re-evaluation of the thesis. If all examiners do not
recommend the thesis, the candidate shall not be eligible for the thesis
defense examination. The board of examiners will meet and may
recommend the granting of a fallback option upon the request by the
candidate (adhering to the MPhil by-laws).

Re-submission of Thesis

If the examiners recommend to re-submit the thesis during thesis evaluation,
the candidate should resubmit the thesis only after a period of six months and
before one year from the date of first attempt. This thesis will be re-examined.
The candidate should submit four bound copies of the revised thesis certified
by the Supervisor(s), with a separate letter indicating the changes made in a
tabular form including the revisions suggested, actions taken and the relevant
page numbers of the thesis. The candidate should follow the thesis submission
guidelines as mentioned in the section 28. The candidate should register for
another academic semester.

Thesis Defense (Viva-voce) Examination

i.  The purpose of the thesis defense (viva-voce) examination is to find out
the originality of the work, candidate's ability to present and support
his/her thesis and answer questions on the work and the subject matter of
his/her suitability to receive the degree.
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Vi.

Vii.

viil.

Candidate should settle all arrears payments for the thesis defense
examination.

Before applying for the thesis defense, it is mandatory for the candidates
to hold a public seminar or publish research highlights in mass media
indicating the societal relevance or new knowledge generated through
his/her research.

At the time of thesis defense, candidate should have at least two
publications submitted to SCI-indexed journal, of at least one of them
being accepted for publication or three manuscripts submitted to refereed
journals, of which two of them at least being accepted for publication.
Manuscripts submitted to / published in predatory journals will not be
considered for awarding the degree.

After the submission of the thesis and meeting the above stated
requirements, a candidate shall be called for a thesis defense examination.

The final decision of the thesis defense examination will be taken at the
thesis defense with the decision of the majority of the examiners.

The candidate may receive decisions of satisfactory or unsatisfactory
grade for the defense. Further, panel will inform the status of the thesis
evaluation whether it accepted as it is or accept with minor revisions or
major revisions of the thesis.

If a candidate receives an unsatisfactory grade, he/she shall receive a
maximum of three attempts, including the first, to defend the thesis.

If the candidate receives an unsatisfactory grade for the last attempt,
he/she may request the fallback option (adhering to the MPhil by-laws).

Absence from the Thesis Defense Examination

If a candidate is absent for the thesis defense examination, he/she should
inform the Board of Study and if it is on medical grounds, he/she should
submit medical certificate/s. Except for any justifiable reason, if a candidate
is absent, he/she receives an unsatisfactory grade.
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Final Thesis Submission

If there are minor corrections recommended by the examiners, the candidate
should submit the corrected hard bound thesis within a period of 30 days with
the approval of Principal Supervisor.

If there are major corrections recommended by the examiners, the thesis
should be submitted within a period of 3 to 6 months with the approval of
Principal Supervisor, with a separate letter indicating the changes made in a
tabular form including the revisions suggested, actions taken and the relevant
page numbers of the thesis.

Award of Degree

A candidate should obtain a satisfactory grade (S) for the thesis defense
examination and submit the final hard bound thesis to qualify for awarding the
degree and should settle all financial dues of the degree programme.Final
Thesis Submission

If there are minor corrections recommended by the examiners, the student
should submit the corrected hard bound thesis within a period of 30 days with
the approval of Senior Supervisor.

Early Exit or Fallback Options

If a candidate who requires an early exit has completed two years of research
or at the time of thesis evaluation or receives an unsatisfactory grade at the
thesis defense, he/she should forward a written request to the Board of Study
to award a MPhil degree. Upon his/her performance, the Board of Study will
recommend his/her request to the Senate for approval.

Such candidate should have at least one publication in SCI index journal or
two manuscripts submitted to refereed journals, of which one of them at least
being accepted for publication.
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Effective Date of the Degree

The effective date of the PhD degree shall be the date on which the
candidate passes the thesis defense examination with recommended
minor corrections provided that the corrected hard bound thesis is
submitted to the examination branch within 30 days of the thesis defense
examination.

If a candidate fails to submit the final bound copy of the thesis within the
stipulated time, the effective date shall be the date on which he/she
submits the final bound copy of the thesis.

If the candidate passes the thesis defense examination with recommended
major corrections, effective date shall be the date on which he/she submits
the final bound copy of the thesis.

A candidate shall pay registration fees from the date of first registration
up to the date the final bound thesis is submitted in order to qualify for
the award of the degree.

Results Sheets / Transcripts

The fees payable for a certificate or statement of results or a transcript
shall be determined by the Board of Study.

Transcript of examination results shall only be submitted to another
academic institution.
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Facilities for Students

Library

The Faculty library facilitates with considerable amounts of learning and
entertainment materials with lending and reference facilities. You have air-
conditioned reading room with 50 seating capacity. You also have access to
the main library, which is located in the Mihintale premises.

e Reference collection (SR) — You can borrow SR books for a short

period of time.

e Lending collection (LN) — You can borrow LN books for two weeks.

e Permanent reference (PR) — You can only refer PR books in library.

The reference materials such as encyclopedia, dictionaries, maps and
atlases, glossaries, directories and other publications which are
intended strictly for reference are kept in this section.

It manages a library data base management system with the open-source
software “KOHA”. Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) is the most user-
friendly library information system. The library also has an audio-visual
collection. You can borrow these materials as per your interest.

Computer Unit

The Computer Unit, Faculty of Agriculture provides IT facilities to student of
the faculty. Computer unit maintains a local area network with free internet
access via wired as well as wireless network throughout the faculty.

A Learning Management System (LMS) 'AgriVLE' has been
established in the faculty in 2015 to enhance learner-centred education
environment. It provides online and blended learning facilities to promote the
smooth functioning of the academic programme. To navigate the LMS, follow
the URL http://www.rjt.ac.lk/agri/lms and individual user credentials have
been provided by the system manager to the teachers and the students within
the system.

Currently the computer unit consists of a local area network around 50
computers. Students can use computer facilities equipped with various
software subscriptions such as computer programming, engineering drawing
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and landscape designing, GIS, and experimental methods in agricultural
research.

Audio-Visual Centre

The Audio-visual unit (AVU) in the faculty provides you the expertise
knowledge and on-demand facilities to produce audio visual materials. The
unit maintains a collection of educational audio-visual materials which are
academically supportive. Students can use the AVU to develop video films to
educate farmers on good agricultural practices (GAPS). Production of
brochures, flyers, leaflets and booklets related to agriculture will enhance
scientific communication skills of students. AVU gives service and encourage
students to conduct their research activities through audio visual techniques.

Lecture Theatres

The faculty houses fully furnished lecture theatres where a conducive learning
environment is created with air-conditioning. They are equipped with
ergonomically designed chairs and cutting-edge smartboards. They are
optimized for online and integrated learning by providing high speed internet
connections.

Outreach Centre

Outreach centre is an educational centre for farmers and students which
conducts number of workshops, extension development and awareness
programs. The outreach centre is prepared to provide high quality, high
standard technology and services to the industry and the community. The
outreach centre introduces new business activities and researches for students.
In addition, it is a supporting hub for students to interact with farmers, identify
their problems and suggest possible solutions.

Wi-Fi Facility

Wi-Fi zones are available in department complex, library, lecture halls,
laboratories and student centre. Students have free access to Wi-Fi facilities
for their academic purposes. Login credential may be obtained from the
computer unit.

146



Postgraduate Programmes, FOA, RUSL Student Handbook - 2025

Faculty Farm

Faculty farm facility is one of the unique benefits that you get from the Faculty
of Agriculture, RUSL. The classroom theory can be practiced in the farm. We
have both uplands and lowlands for you to cultivate crops and area for rearing
animals.

Engineering Workshop and Technology Incubation Centre

You are allowed to use the resources and facilities in the workshop and
technology incubation centre for your academic work and research
programmes. Facilities are being made available to materialize your
innovative machinery ideas through the Technology Incubation Centre.

Student Centre

The faculty student centre is a popular place for gatherings and to spend your
leisure time. You can enjoy free Wi-Fi access, and a canteen with a purified
water system (RO plant). This is an ideal place to enhance your social
relationships.

Sales Outlet

You are benefited with low price printing, photocopying, binding, laminating
facilities and stationaries at the faculty photocopy centre. You can taste
faculty-produced ice-cream, yoghurt, and curd at the sales outlet. Other farm
products are also available at reasonable price.
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Important Contacts

Contact Name Contact No

General Enquiries 025 2235103
Emergency | Emergency Hotline 118/119

Fire Department - Anuradhapura 025 3858583

Anuradhapura Teaching Hospital 025 2222261

Faculty Main Security 025 2236632

Faculty of Agriculture | Dean’s office 025 2235103
Dean — Prof. G.V.T.V. Weerasooriya 025 2221610

Assistant Registrar 025 2221613

Departments | Department of Agricultural Engineering & Soil Science 025 2221612
Department of Agricultural Systems 025 2235102

Department of Animal and Food Sciences 025 2221614

Department of Plant Sciences 025 2221611

Library | RUSL Agriculture Library 025 2236633

Rajarata University of | General - RUSL 025 2266643
Sri Lanka (RUSL) 025 2266645
025 2266646

025 2266650

Vice Chancellor 025 2266512

Vice Chancellor Office - Mihintale 025 2266644

Registrar Office - Mihintale 025 2266511
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Bursar — Account Branch 025 2266749
Senior Assistant Bursar 025 2266749
Student Services Branch - Mihintale 060 2256349
RUSL Main Library - Mihintale 025 2266643
Other | University Grants Commission (UGC) 011 2695301
011 2695302

011 2692357

011 2675854

Suwa Shanthi Private Hospital 025 2223636
Royal Hospital 025 2224661
Electricity Board-Customer Service- Anuradhapura 025 2222638
National Water Supply & Drainage Board - Anuradhapura 025 2220727
Anuradhapura Main Post Office 025 2222250
Anuradhapura Depot - Sri Lanka Transport Board (SLTB) 025 2222325
Railway Station — Mihintale Junction (2 km) 025 2266616
Railway Station — Anuradhapura (5 km) 025 2222271
Ambulance Service (Toll Free) 1990

149


tel:+94252223636
https://www.google.lk/search?rlz=1C1CHBD_enLK814LK814&q=emergency+numbers+anuradhapura&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=8331764,80409474,670&tbm=lcl&ved=2ahUKEwje-cirk4reAhXZV30KHe17BtcQjGp6BAgAEDw&tbs=lrf:!2m1!1e2!2m1!1e3!2m1!1e16!3sIAE,lf:1,lf_ui:2&rldoc=1
https://www.google.lk/search?rlz=1C1CHBD_enLK814LK814&q=emergency+numbers+anuradhapura&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=8331764,80409474,670&tbm=lcl&ved=2ahUKEwje-cirk4reAhXZV30KHe17BtcQjGp6BAgAEDw&tbs=lrf:!2m1!1e2!2m1!1e3!2m1!1e16!3sIAE,lf:1,lf_ui:2&rldoc=1
https://www.google.lk/search?q=CENTRAL%20BUS%20STAND%20ANURADHAPURA%20CONTACT%20NO&rlz=1C1CHBD_enLK814LK814&oq=CENTRAL+BUS+STAND+ANURADHAPURA+CONTACT+NO&aqs=chrome..69i57.16287j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=8350011,80414713,1122&tbm=lcl&rldimm=6990524956686937708&ved=2ahUKEwjulYalnIreAhXDF3IKHZ_jAFIQvS4wAHoECAAQJw&rldoc=1&tbs=lrf:!2m1!1e2!2m1!1e3!2m1!1e16!3sIAE,lf:1,lf_ui:2
https://www.google.lk/search?q=CENTRAL%20BUS%20STAND%20ANURADHAPURA%20CONTACT%20NO&rlz=1C1CHBD_enLK814LK814&oq=CENTRAL+BUS+STAND+ANURADHAPURA+CONTACT+NO&aqs=chrome..69i57.16287j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=8350011,80414713,1122&tbm=lcl&rldimm=6990524956686937708&ved=2ahUKEwjulYalnIreAhXDF3IKHZ_jAFIQvS4wAHoECAAQJw&rldoc=1&tbs=lrf:!2m1!1e2!2m1!1e3!2m1!1e16!3sIAE,lf:1,lf_ui:2




FACULTY OF AGRICULTURE

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka
Puliyankulama, Anuradhapura 50000, Sri Lanka

Programme Information | Tel/Fax : +94 25 22 21610
Assistant Registrar | Tel : 494 25 22 21613

| Web : (http://agri.rit.ac.lk/pg/
| General : +94 25 22 35103




